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Exec.  Committee  elects  officers 


Roderick  "Roddy"  Reed  was  unani-  Convention,  and  is  charged  with  studying 
mously  approved  to  serve  as  manager  of  transitional  areas  to  determine  now 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton,  the  Mississippi  Mississippi  Baptists  can  better  serve  the 
The  executive  committee  of  the  Baptist  Woman's  Missionary  Union  camp-  people  in  those  areas. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  ground,  effective  January  2.  Wayne  VanHom, pastor  of  First  Church, 

(MBCB),  meeting  December  5  in  the  Baptist  He  will  replace  Fran  Pickett,  who  has  Columbia,  and  MBCB  vice-chairman,  will 
Building  in  Jackson,  selected  Keily  Young  announced  plans  to  retire  for  a  second  time  serve  as  study  committee  chairman, 
of  Gulfport  as  chairman  A  list  commit- 
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Church,  Oultport,  was 
elected  by  acclamation 
and  will  serve  a  one- 
year  term.  He  is 
presently  a  member  of 
Michael  Memorial 
Church  in  Gulfport. 

Jim  Butler,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church, 

Southaven,  was  elected 
by  acclamation  to  serve 
as  vice*chaic4ruuv  and 
Michael  Weeks,  pastor 
of  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 

Olive  Branch,  was 
elected  by  acclamation 
to  serve  as  secretary. 

Ken  Rhodes,  mis¬ 
sions  director  for  Pearl 
River  Association  in 
Picayune, 
moui  * 

the  executive  commit-  Church,  Gull 

tee  for  the  position  of  Convention _ 

director  of  the  MBCB  Jackson.  Elected  to 


The  December  5 
meeting  was  the 
first  fpr  this  execu¬ 
tive  committee, 
which  was  seated 
by  the  full  board 
during  their  orga¬ 
nizational  meeting 
immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the 

adjournment  of  the 
2000  Mississippi 

annual  meeting  on 
November  1. 

The  full  conven¬ 
tion  board,  meeting 
on  the  afternoon  of 
December  5,  approved  a  comprehensive 
rewriting  of  the  MBCB  employee  hand- 
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was  unani-  zuuu  Mississippi 

isly  approved  by  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OFFICERS  —  Keily  Young  (center),  member  of  Michael  Memorial  Baptist  Convention 

'  ~  "jort,  was  elected  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  ~~ 

loard,  during  the  committee's  December  5  meeting  at  the  Baptist  Building  in 
1  i  serve  with  Young  were  Jim  Butler  (left),  pastor  of  Trinity  Church,  Southaven, 

Partnership  Missions  as  vice-chairman;  and  Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch,  as  secre- 
Department,  effective  tary.  All  three  men  will  serve  one-year  terms.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

January  15.  - 

He  will  replace  Paul  Harrell,  who  plans  from  the  camp  manager's  position, 
to  retire  in  the  Spring  of  2001.  Reed  has  served  since  1997  as  camp 

Rhodes  has  been  missions  director  for  manager/director  for  Northwest  book  that  had  received  the  executive  com- 
Pearl  River  Association  since  1984.  He  also  Association  in  Hernando.  mittee's  endorsement  earlier  in  the  day. 

served  as  the  association's  program  direc-  He  has  also  served  as  state  Royal  The  new  handbook  will  reflect  updates 
tor  (1981-84)  while  Dastoring  ’  Juniper  Ambassadors  (RA)  camp  director  for  the  and  changes  to  conform  to  current  law. 
Groove  Church,  Poplarvme  (1974-84).  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention  during  the  according  to  Barri  A.  Shirley,  MBCB  associ- 

Prior  to  that,  he  was  pastor  of  Brewer  summers  of  1995*  and  1996,  and  as  coun-  ate  executive  director  for  business  services. 

Church,  _  selor,  activity  instructor,  and  program  _  Board 

Richton  (1971-  ^  |  assistant  at  Mississippi  Baptists'  Central  ^  |  members  also 

74),  and  I  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  for  five  I  received  their 

served  as  pas-  I  summers.  Icommittee 

tor  of  two  I  Reed  holds  degrees  from  Mississippi  I  assignments 

Dart-time  State  University  in  Starkville  (B.S.  '94)  and  I  for  the  coming 

year  from 

Kent  Cochran, 

Pastor  of 
1  e  a  s  a  n  t 
Grove  Church, 
Brookhaven, 
and  chairman 
of  the  MBCB 
Committee  on 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Directions 


new  church  site  grant  tor  bpruce  btreet 
Church,  Clarksdale,  after  hearing  of  the 
MBCB  church  expansion  committee's 
unanimous  recommendation  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  30  acres  along  Highway  61  about 
three  miles  north  of  Clarksdale. 

•  received  a  report  from  Steve  Stone, 

MBCB  associate  executive  director  for  Organization, 

church  ministries,  on  the  organization  of  Rhodes 

the  Church  Revitalization  Study  The  next 

Committee.  scheduled  meetings  of  the  executive  com- 

The  study  committee  was  mandated  by  mittee  and  the  full  convention  board  are 
messengers  to  the  2000  Mississippi  Baptist  August  28. 


MBTS  selects  president 
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Americans  love  tales  of  action  and 
adventure.  From  the  often-inaccu- 
rate  but  widely  followed  stories  of 
cowboys  and  Indians  to  modem  space 
adventures,  we  crave  the  thrill  provided  by 
action /adventure  sagas  that  take  us  away 
from  our  mundane  daily  chores  ana 
responsibilities. 

We  love  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  and 
Robocop.  Whatever  the  plot  of  a  John 
Wayne  movie  —  cowboy,  oil  well  firefight¬ 
er,  or  private  detective  —  we  knew  we 
were  in  for  a  treat. 

There  is  the  three-movie  series  of 
Indiana  Jones  features,  for  example, 
in  which  a  mild-mannered  archae¬ 
ology  professor  turns  into  an 
indomitable  warrior  for  Truth, 
Justice,  and  the  American  Way. 

He  turns  out  to  be  a  little  rougher 
around  the  edges  than  we  generally 
prefer  our  champions,  but  we'il 
overlook  those  flaws  as  long  as  he's 
dodging  bullets  and  overcoming  all 
manner  of  natural  and  man-made 
obstacles  to  keep  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant  out  of  Nazi  hands. 

That's  the  way  we  are.  It  may  be 
H.  mostly  well-timed  Hollywood  special 
t  effects  and  decent  story  telling,  but 
Jr"  we  still  consume  it  at  considerable 
expense  in  ever-increasing  quantities. 
Perhaps  it's  time  —  past  time, 
actually  —  to  turn  our  attention  to  real-life 
gallantly,  to  the  actual  living-and-breath- 
mg  people  who  aren't  faking  it  when  they 
risk  everything  for  the  cause. 

There  are  people  like  that  among  us. 
They  are  called  missionaries. 

Missionaries  may  not  be  searching  for 
the  lost  Ark,  but  they  are  searching  for  lost 
souls.  They  may  not  be  dodging  Nazi  bul¬ 
lets,  but  some  of  them  are  dodging 
marauders'  bullets. 

Their  stories  of  real-life  action  and 
adventure  are  the  stuff  of  which  best-sell¬ 
ing  movies  are  made.  It's  too  bad  the  world 
doesn't  see  it  that  way. 


At  this  special  time  of  year  when 
we  emphasize  the  greatest  single 
missions  offering  in  Christiandom, 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  International  Missions,  it  is  fitting 
to  also  recognize  those  brave  men 
and  women  who  literally  risk  every¬ 
thing  to  accomplish  the  task  of  help¬ 
ing  to  bring  the  world  to  Jesus. 

By  Goa's  grace,  most  of  them 
return  to  us  safe  and  sound  after 
serving  in  some  of  the  most  spiritual- 
ly-hostile  places  on  the  planet.  Most 
of  them  return,  but  not  all. 

There  have  been  many  who  were 
forced  to  offer  the  ultimate  sacrifice 
for  their  loyalty  to  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  and  it's  exceed¬ 
ingly  easy  for  us  to  think  of  them  as 
members  of  some  distant  and  honor¬ 
able  generation,  far  removed  from  us 
as  we  enter  a  new  millennium. 

Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the 
truth,  however.  There  are  missionar¬ 
ies  today  who  continue  to  put  their 
everything  on  the  line  for  tne  cause 
of  Christ. 

Some  missionaries  today  are  ministering 
in  places  where,  if  their  true  purpose  were 
known,  they  would  be  at  risk  of  losing  their 
lives  or  at  the  least  being  forced  to  flee 
under  cover  of  darkness.  Some  missionaries 
must  live  in  heavily-guarded  compounds, 
and  even  that  is  often  not  enough  to  protect 
them  from  robbers  and  murderers. 


MUCH  TO  T>0. 
LITTLE  T IMS/' 


The  work  of  some  missionaries  is  so 
fraught  with  danger  that  their  names  and 
places  of  service  cannot  even  be 
announced  at  their  commissioning  service 
or  listed  on  prayer  calendars. 

They  know  that  the  next  missionary 
tragedy  could  befall  them  or  their  family 
members,  yet  they  persevere  in  the  work 
God  has  called  them  to  do. 

Each  one  of  them  deserves  our  unceas¬ 
ing  prayer  support  and  unfailing  financial 
support.  They  deserve  our  support  in 
every  way  we  can  muster. 

In  an  era  when  we  fill  movie  theaters  in 
a  frantic  search  for  modem  heroes,  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  people  to  which  we  can  pin 
.our  hopes  and  dreams  of  finally  fulfilling 
our  Lord's  Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:16- 
20)  —  no  matter  the  obstacles. 

That  is,  after  all,  the  highest  heroism 
there  can  possibly.be. 


Jn  1989,  the  year  the  Berlin 
Wall  fell,  a  controversial 
magazine  article  declared  "the 
ena  of  history."  Not  the  apoca¬ 
lypse  —  just  the  end  of  the 

Seat  historical-ideological  con- 
cts  that  have  shaped  human 
events  since  the  American  and 
French  Revolutions. 

Communism,  dictatorships, 
and  centralized  control  are 
dead  or  dying,  contended  the 
article's  author.  Democracy  and 
free  markets  have  conquered 
much  of  the  globe  ana  soon 
will  win  the  rest. 

End  of  story  and  of  history, 
as  we  have  known  it. 

Even  if  the  theory  had 
proved  true  in  global  politics 
and  economics  —r  and  it  hasn't, 
at  least  not  yet  —  it  ignores  the 
deepest  conflict  and  yearning  of 
human  history.  Liberty,  dignity 
and  prosperity  are  wonderful 
things,  but  they  aren't  enough. 

English  poet  William 
Wordsworth  put  it  this  way: 
"The  world  is  too  much  with 
us;  late  and  soon,  getting  and 
spending,  we  lay  waste  our 
powers;  Little  we  see  in  Nature 
that  i$  ours;  We  have  given  our 
hearts  away,  a  sordid  boon!" 

"Easy  for  a  free  man  with  a 
full  belly  to  say,"  a  starving 
slave  might  respond.  Spiritual 
striving  is  a  luxury  of  tne  rich; 


Guest  Opinion: 

Not  by  bread  alone 

By  Erich  Bridges 
International  Mission  Board 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention — 


most  people  struggle  for  sur¬ 
vival  and  crave  material  things, 
not  inner  peace. 

Why,  then,  did  a  poor  carpen¬ 
ter,  40-aays  hungry  in  the  desert, 
remind  tne  devil,  u 
"...  Man  shall  not 
live  by  bread 
alone,  but  by 
every  word  that 
proceedeth  out  of 
the  mouth  of 
God."  (Matt.  4:4)? 

Those  words 
are  as  hue  now 
as  they  were  in 
Jesus'  day.  The 
wealth,  power, 
and  goas  of 
Rome  didn't  sat¬ 
isfy  the  millions 
of  souls  who 
lived  under  the 
Roman  Empire's 
mighty  thumb. 

Mon 


lore  than  99% 


of  Turkey's  65  million  people  are 
Muslim,  but  70%  of  them  now 
live  in  sprawling  urban  centers. 
Seventy  percent  are  under  age 
35.  Their  real  "majority  religion," 
says  one 
observer,  is 
secularism 
and  materi¬ 
alism. 

No  won¬ 
der  the 
affluent, 
sophisticat¬ 
ed  young 
friends  of 
Hale 
Gencel,  a 
29-year-old 
believer  in 
Istanbul, 
sense 
something 
in  her  that 
they  lack. 
^They're 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  international 
Missions 

Offering  Goal:  $1 15,000,000 


looking  for  truth  and  can't  find 
it,  but  they  see  the  peace  in 
here,"  she  says,  tapping  her 
heart.  "It's  Jesus." 

Likewise,  the  nearly  80  mil¬ 
lion  Bengali  Hindus  of  India 
and  Bangladesh  are  experienc¬ 
ing  a  crisis  of  the  soul  that  mir¬ 
rors  the  physical  poverty  so 
many  of  them  still  suffer. 

Only  a  spiritual  revolution 
can  transform  the  social  cor¬ 
ruption  that  allows  crooked 
"godfathers"  to  control  much 
or  daily  life  in  Bengali  society. 

"Once  you  are  bought  by  a 
godfather,  you  belong  to  him," 
says  a  Bengali  Christian.  A 
Hindu  observer  agrees:  "The 
demand  of  the  godfather  is 
much  more  than  the  demand  of 
God.  That  has  happened  in  our 
society,  in  all  the  world.  That  is 
why  there  is  so  much  violence, 
so  much  crime,  so  much  sin, 
because  no  one  thinks  of  God." 

Yet  faithful  Hindus  yearn  for 
release  from  the  material 
world.  They  eagerly  look,  in  the 
words  of  the  great  Bengali  poet 
Rabindranath  Tagore,  for  the 
"new  deliverer"  who  seems  to 
be  "just  off  the  stage,  like  an 
imminent  star  of  morning." 

That  deliverer  is  Jesus 
Christ.  His  light  will  dawn  over 
the  Turks,  the  Bengalis  —  and 
every  people  on  the  earth. 
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Tract  helps  tackle  basic  training  with  Christ 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  The 
path  scales  Heartbreak  Hill, 
teeters  near  the  trail  to  the  brig 
and  traverses  torturous 
training 


directing  soldiers  to  the 
Scriptures.  The  tract  takes  the 
new  convert  through  seven 

i_  chapters  of  the  Gospel 
M  of  John  in  seven  days. 
fM  "I  took  several  lessons 
a  that  I  wanted  them  to 
mk  learn  —  going  to  church, 
how  to  read  me  Bible,  all 
.;'a  these  principles  that  are 
"I  necessary  for  a  young 
I  believer,"  Thompson 
9  said.  "Also  I  wanted  to 
I  marry'  that  with  certain 
I  doctrines  of  the  church 
and  blend  it  all  together." 
Jtj  Of  course,  Thomp- 
Jk  son  realizes  that  by  no 
H  means  does  the  tract 
■  solve  all  the  problems. 
||l  The  new  believer  still 
needs  to  have  a  mentor- 
IfBing  relationship  and  a 
H  support  system. 

B  To  meet  this  need, 
fjB  Thompson  developed 
fl  an  ID  card  to  accompa- 
■  ny  the  tract. 

H  The  card  includes  a 
B  toll-free  phone  number 


traimng  areas,  then 
approaches  the  gas  cham¬ 
ber,  face  to  face  with  the 
moment  of  decision. 

Common  civilians 
would  be  completely 
ignorant  of  these  scenes, 
but  these  locales  res¬ 
onate  instantaneously 
with  any  Army  soldier 
who  has  braved  the  tra¬ 
vails  of  basic  training  at 
Fort  Knox. 

Southern  Seminary 
student  Dan  Thompson 
hopes  these  paths  — 
drawn  on  the  "Hell  or 
Hope"  gospel  tract  — 
will  also  serve  to  show 
soldiers  the  way  to  finish 
basic  training  with  Christ. 

"God  just  put  a  seri¬ 
ous  burden  on  my  heart 


BAPTISTS 


to  see  these  [soldiers]  IH*  4-.’ 

come  to  know  Christ,"  EHH 

said  Thompson,  a  doc-  fail&g 
tor  of  education  student 
from  DeLand,  Fla. 

Several  years  ago, 
Thompson,  then  a  master  of 
divinity  student,  i 
God's  direction  to  develop  a 
tract  that  would  tell  the  gospel 
to  grunts  in  a  way  they  could 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


of  a  Christian  organiza- 

Originally,  Thompson  grown  men  —  weeping  for  the  tion  that  can  counsel  soldiers  24 
sought  to  develop  the  tract  just  Lord,  recognizing  their  pain  hours  a  day. 
to  reach  basic  trainees  attending  and  recognizing  their  depravi-  As  the  card  and  tract  devel- 
received  Operation  Appreciation  (OA)  ty,  being  able  to  deliver  such  a  oped,  Thompson  realized  they 
a  weekly  evangelistic  min-  powerful  message  excites  you 
y  to  soldiers  at  Fort  Knox.  even  more." 

Ihroueh  OA,  basic  trainees  Thompson  also  wants  the  ^ 

_  bused  to  a  local  Louisville  tract  to  fee  more  than  a  mere 

"We^eally  tried  to  use  a  play  church  where  volunteers  pre-  evangelistic  tool.  When  com- 
on  words,  a  play  on  what  sent  the  gospel  to  the  soldiers  pletely  unfolded,  one  side  of 
they're  going  through,"  said  while  they  enjoy  a  break  from  the  pamphlet  presents  the 
Thompson,  a  former  Naval  yelling  drill  sergeants  and  gospel  wnile  the  other  shep- 
Reserve  chaplain.  "We  tried  to  exhausting  drudgery.  nerds  the  soldier  through  seven 

contextualize  it."  Aftep-«~gG6pel  presentation,  days  of  devotional  material. 

So,  for  example,  the  gas  cham-  OA  volunteers  generally  have  "From  the  very  beginning,  I 
ber  —  a  torturous  training  exer-  no  more  than  30  minutes  to  really  felt  the  burden  to  bridge  could  even  be  used  to  reach  oth- 
cise  involving  eye-burning  tear  counsel  soldiers  who  come  for-  the  gap  between  evangelism  ers  soldiers  besides  those  who 
gas  —  is  used  to  represent  nell.  ward  in  response  to  the  gospel  and  discipleship  with  the  Army  come  to  Operation  Appreciation. 

"At  that  point  [on  the  tract]  call.  In  view  of  these  time  con-  soldiers  from  Fort  Knox,"  Now,  Tnompson  believes  the 
we  have  a  character,  a  nonbe-  straints,  Thompson  aimed  to  Thompson  said.  "With  tract  can  be  adapted  to  touch 
liever,  saying,  'Man,  that  was  create  a  tool  to  facilitate  a  fast  Operation  Appreciation  we  military  personnel  far  beyond 
hell.'  And  the  Christian  is  say-  and  accurate  gospel  explana-  would  bring  mem  in,  and  we  thegates  of  Fort  Knox, 
ing,  'Not  even  close,'  trying  to  .tion.  Thompson's  tract  accom-  would  have  a  great  opportunity  Tne  North  American 
demonstrate  that  this  is  senous  plishes  that  goal  in  a  language  to  share  the  gospel  with  them.  Mission  Board,  the  American 

business,"  Thompson  said.  to  which  soldiers  can  relate.  "Yet  there  was  very  little  fol-  Tract  Society,  and  the 

Now,  after  many  months  of  "These  men  are  just  crying  low-up  because  of  the  time  Navigators  have  all  expressed 
labor,  input  from  students  and  out  for  some  type  of  hope,  frame  that  we  were  given  to  interest  in  making  the  tract 
professors,  and  lots  of  guidance  something  that  they  can  just  work  with  these  men.  available  to  chaplains  across 
from  God,  Thompson  is  ready  hold  onto  —  truth,  unadulterat-  Oftentimes,  I  felt  like  we  were  the  world, 
to  employ  his  production  in  ed  truth,"  Thompson  said,  turning  them  out  into  the  mid-  "Now  I  see  that  it  can  even  be 
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African  leader 


IBADAN,  ltjjjgeria  (BP)  —  "Hope  is1  the  only  thing  we  in 
Africa  can  hold  on  to,  hope  based  on  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,"  said 
Douglas  Wanita,  vice  president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
(BWA)  and  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Kenya.  In  the  fea¬ 
tured  address  at  the  Nov.  11-15  Assembly  of  the  AH  Africa 
Baptist  Fellowship  (AABF)  in  Ibadan,  Nigeria,  Waruta 
described  Africa  as  "a  continent  of  paradoxes,"  a  confusing 
continent  that  is  difficult  to  define  and  is  searching  for  its  own 
identity.  The  AABF  is  one  of  the  9ix  regional  bodies  of  the  BWA. 
"How  do  you  celebrate  in  a  context  of  misery?"  Waruta  asked. 
"How  do  you  celebrate  500  years  of  exploitation,  humiliation, 
and  degradation?  How  do  we  celebrate  a  continent  that  carries 
a  debt  burden  that  we  cannot  pay?  Do  we  need  celebration  or 
lamentation?  The  hope  is  in  Christ's  suffering,  death  and  in  the 
power  of  the  Resurrection.  We  have  a  right  as  Africans  to  cry 
like  Jesus  on  the  cross,  'God  where  are  you?'  because  Jesus 
Christ  hung  there  and  he  did  not  pretend.  The  cross  was  one  of 
real  suffering  and  humiliation,  the  bottom  of  the  bottom  pf 
where  a  human  being  can  go  —  but  in  [Christ's]  resurrection 
God  announced  victory  over  evil.  God  has  not  forsaken  us  or 
abandoned  us.  The  God  of  Jesus  Christ  is  in  Africa.  He  speaks 
through  Christians  who  have  been  redeemed  and  who  know 
what  redemption  is  and  are  committed  to  bringing  this  hope  to 
- of  this  continent  of  Africa."  _ 


Dispelling  the  Darkness 

Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering 
for  International 
Missions 
Goal:  $155,000,000 


Jeremy  Racey,  14-year-old  son  of  Mike  and  Annette  Racey,  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  to  Chile,  wins  first  place  in  the  high  jump  event  at  the 
Chile  national  track  and  field  competition.  He  Is  the  grandson  of  Walter 
and  Irma  Racev  and  Clvde  and  Margaret  Evans,  all  of  Biloxi. 


First  Church,  Wiggins,  votes  to  send  $8,000  to  help  construct  a  new  edu¬ 
cational  building  at  First  Church,  DeWitt,  Michigan,  which  is  pastored  by 
Floyd  Hughes,  former  pastor  of  Olivet  Church  Gulfport.  The  gift  will  enable 
the  growing  Michigan  church  to  move  into  the  new  building  debt-free. 


Blue  Mountain  College  dedicates  a  Mississippi  Historical  Commission 
marker  on  Highway  15  near  the  college  to  signify  the  Baptist-affiliated 
school's  status  as  the  oldest  women's  college  in  the  state.  College 
President  Lawrence  T.  Lowery,  grandson  of  the  school's  founder,  presides. 


comer 
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Study  provides  fantasy  ferry  to  missions 


IRVING,  Texas  (BP)  —  Children  took  a 
ferryboat,  ride  from  Texas  to  Turkey  on  a 
recent  Saturday  morning  as  they  experi¬ 
enced  a  participatory  missions  study. 

Vickie  Wilson,  who  wrote  this  year's 
International  Mission  Study  (IMS)  for  chil¬ 
dren  published  by  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (MWU),  was  coordinator  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  at  Plymouth  Park  Church,  Irving, 
Texas,  held  in  cooperation  with  Dallas 
Association.  Her  goal  was  to  capture  the 
imagination  of  children  while  engaging 
them  in  the  missions  study. 

A  ferryboat  was  constructed  at  one  end 
of  the  gym.  The  top  of  the  ferry  was  made 
of  cloth  suspended  from  the  ceiling  and 
draped  around  a  frame.  The  lower  exterior 
of  tne  feny  also  was  made  of  cloth  hung 
around  a  frame.  Blue  paper  spread  on  the 
floor  completed  the  illusion  of  water. 

"It  was  wonderful  just  seeing  the  chil¬ 
dren's  faces  as  they  walked  in  and  saw  the 
ferryboat,"  Wilson  said. 

Organizers  knew  they  were  competing 
against  other  pulls  on  the  lives  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  they  wanted  to  make  it  a  morn¬ 
ing  that  would  long  be  stored  in  their 
memory  banks,  she  said. 

"You  have  to  compete  with  basketball 
and  soccer  and  football,  but  we  figured  this 
would  be  something  worthwhile,"  Wilson 
said.  "We  wanted  it  to  be  as  experiential  as 
possible  so  that  the  children  would  remem¬ 
ber  it  better.  They  might  not  remember  play¬ 
ing  in  a  soccer  game,  but  they  would 
remember  the  day  they  rode  in  a  ferryboat." 

About  130  children  entered  the  ferry 
after  giving  the  conductor  their  ticket. 
Then  mey  followed  their  tour  guides  to 
learn  more  about  Turkey  in  smaller  groups. 
After  moving  to  each  of  four  learning  cen¬ 
ters,  they  entered  a  Turkish  market  set  up 
in  one  comer  of  the  gym.  In  the  market. 


they  could  spend  the  lira  they  had  been 
given  to  purcnase  their  lunch. 

While  the  arrangements  at  Plymouth 
Park  were  elaborate,  Wilson  said  any  size 
church  could  employ  the  basic  ideas  of  the 
international  missions  study  for  children. 

"Any  church  can  do  it,  "she  said.  "The 
plans  for  the  leader  guide  in  the  book  are 
very  specific  and  are  designed  so  that  any 
church  can  use  them.  They  might  not  be  as 
grandiose  as  what  we  did,  but  it  can  be  just 
as  meaningful. 

"It's  not  necessarily  the  size,  but  the 
experiential  nature  of  the  things  that  is 
important." 


The  huge  ferry  Plymouth  Park  construct¬ 
ed  would  seat  more  than  100,  but  instruc¬ 
tions  in  the  manual  call  for  a  ferry  made  up 
of  chairs  and  ropes.  Wilson  said  the  instruc¬ 
tions  could  be  used  as  they  are,  or  as  starting 
places  for  leaders  who  want  to  "think  outside 
of  the  box."  The  manual  also  contains  tickets 
that  can  be  copied  and  other  items  to  help 
make  the  study  more  hands-on  for  students. 

"Sometimes  we  tend  to  put  missions 
studies  off  to  the  side,  like  they're  not 
important,  but  they  are.  We  just  need  to 
find  ways  to  make  them  real  to  the  kids 
and  let  their  imaginations  take  it  from 
there,"  Wilson  said. 


Tfirectr^ns 

Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


small  banners  up  on  stop-  signs, 
posts,  and  trees.  They  were 
everywhere —  "Lost  Cat." 

Almost  without  realizing  it,  I 
began  to  look  intensely  for  the 
cat.  As  I  looked,  I  thought  about 
what  was  actually  taking  place.  I 
first  thought  about  the  ailemma. 
Can  you  imagine  the  conversa¬ 
tion  and  the  tears  as  children  felt 
the  pain  of  a  lost  cat?  Lostness  is 
a  heartbreaking  thing. 

As  I  reflected  on  the  dilem¬ 
ma  of  that  family,  I  was  remind¬ 
ed  of  the  deep  feelings  that  God 
has  over  our  lostness,  separated 
from  him  by  our  sins.  We 
choose  to  go  in  the  wrong 
direction,  down  the  wrong 
roads,  doing  the  wrong  things, 
and  his  heart  aches  and  longs 
for  us.  Strange,  isn't  it,  that 
while  we  seek  to  find  ways  to 
get  away  and  stay  away  from 
God,  God  declares  that  ne  sent 
Jesus  to  seek  us. 

Then  my  mind  thought  about 
the  declaration.  In  the  case  of 
the  lost  cat,  somebody  had  gone 
to  a  lot  of  trouble  to  print  up 
some  words  and  put  out  the 


message.  Somebody  did  not 
want  tne  cat  to  stay  lost.  In  a 
strange  way,  it  turned  my  head 
and  my  heart  back  to  Christmas. 

Literally  for  centuries,  God 
had  been  putting  out  the  word 
—  his  wonderful  word  —  that 
we  did  not  need  to  stay  lost. 
Prophets  had  come  ana  pro¬ 
claimed  that  word.  Psalm  writ¬ 
ers  had  framed  that  word  in 
poetry  and  put  it  to  music.  The 
declaration  from  Heaven  was 
and  continues  to  be  clear  — 
that  we  do  not  have  to  stay  in 
our  lost  condition. 

That  brought  me  to  a  third 
Christmas  truth  that  spoke  of  a 
description.  The  folks  who  had 
lost  tne  cat  described  how  the 
cat  looked.  As  I  had  joined  in 
the  search  I  saw  several  cats, 
but  none  that  fit  the  description 
of  the  lost  one. 

When  God  described  us,  in 
our  lostness,  it  was  character¬ 
ized  by  one  word  —  sin!  The 
one  thing  that  had  taken  us 
away  was  sin.  The  one  mark 
that  characterized  each  of  us 
was  sin.  Sometimes  it  is  sin  that 


is  outward  and  overt,  and 
sometimes  it  is  sin  that  is 
inward,  sneaky,  and  creepy  — 
but  it  is  still  sin.  It  is  the 
description  of  every  one  of  us. 

The  Bible  says  that,  "all  have 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God."  We  may  want  to 
pretend  that  we  are  not  sin¬ 
ners,  but  we  are!  We  may  want 
to  act  as  though  we  are  not  lost, 
but  we  are! 

That  brought  me  to  a  fourth 
and  final,  wonderful  Christmas 
thought  concerning  the  direc¬ 
tions.  The  folks  with  the  lost  cat 
had  given  clear,  simple  directions 
how  to  get  the  cat  back.  They 
included  an  address  and  tele¬ 
phone  number  that  anyone  could 
follow.  The  directions  would 
reunite  a  lost  cat  with  a  family. 

With  greenery,  lights,  and 
festive  decorations  everywhere 
—  lostness!  A  family  whose 
heart  was  beating  for  "found¬ 
ness"  and  reunion  took  center 
stage.  Whether  we  are  able  to 
see  it  and  keep  it  in  focus,  that 
was  the  heart  of  God  when 
Jesus  came  to  save  us,  to  find 
us,  and  to  reunite  us.  The  Son 
of  Man  has  come  to  seek  and  to 
save  that  which  was  lost! 

Just  think  about  it.  If  some¬ 
body  dearly,  deeply  loved  a  cat 
so  much  that  they  would  send 
out  a  search  party  for  it  —  how 
much  more  must  our  loving 
Heavenly  Father,  who  cares 
when  a  sparrow  falls,  care 
about  us? 

Merry  Christmas! 


The  Lost  Cat 


Almost  every  day  some¬ 
where,  in  some  way,  you  hear  a 

¥art  of  the  Christmas  story. 

here  are  dozens  of  ways  to 
view  God's  great  act  of  reach¬ 
ing  down  to  us.  Sometimes  the 
events  are  seen  through  the 
telescopic  lens  of  Old 
Testament  prophecy,  and  at 
other  times  God's  heavenly 
invasion  is  told  through  the 
words  of  the  Gospel  writers 
Matthew  and  Luke. 

Seldom  do  we  hear  the  very 
heart  of  the  Christmas  story  — 
the  purpose  of  Jesus  coming  — 
as  stated  in  Luke  19:10,  'The 
Son  of  Man  has  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  is  lost." 
In  a  sense  it  may  be  the  shortest 
and  also  the  most  pointed  state¬ 
ment  of  Christmas. 

The  other  day  I  drove  into  a 
neighborhood  where  everyone 
had  decorated  for  Christmas. 
Lights  were  up  and  all  kinds  of 
sights  and  sounds  of  Christmas 
could  be  heard.  It  was  typical  of 
so  many  places  across  tne  land 
—  people  geared  up  and  cele¬ 
brating  Christmas. 

Yet  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
preparations  and  decorations, 
something  had  happened  to  one 
family  that  superceded  every¬ 
thing  else.  A  family  had  lost  their 
cat.  I  became  aware  of  it  because 
everywhere  I  looked  there  were 
signs  that  read,  "Lost  Cat"  fol¬ 
lowed  with  some  vital  informa¬ 
tion.  Someone  had  put  these 


SAN  ANTONIO. 


ary  was  killed  and  his 
two  children  were  seriously 
injured  Nov.  27  in  a  five-vebi- 
cfe  crash  on  Interstate  35 
south  of  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Roger  A  Bemo,  48,  an 
International  Mission  Board 
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visit- 


tives 
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were 


ig  to  Mexico  when  the 
occurred  about.  4:25 


miles  south  of  DiBey,  Texas. 
The  family's  car  was  crushed 
agaimtj  concrete^barricade 

Bemo  had  served  as  a  staff 
member  of  Bullard  Chapel 
Church  in  Tishomingo,  Okla.; 
First  Church  in  Dewar;  and 
Texas  Church  in  Newalla,  Okla. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Rose  State 
College  in  Midwest  City,  Okla., 
ami  Southeastern  Oklahoma 
State  University  in  Durant 
He  and  his  wife,  the  for¬ 
mer  Cynthia  Brown  of 
Lenapah,  Okla.,  were 
appointed  as  missionaries  by 
the  International  Mission 
Board  in  December  1991. 
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Commandments  billboard 


HAMPTON,  Ark. -  j  li  1 1  ■  ■ 

(BP)  —  I  he  public  •  .,&■  ^**.<1  T^W.y 

display  of  the  Ien  yj» 

Commandments  in  n.  ’*-'|i',v%  *  /jt  ’g***  ’  ..  •»  wj’iffi 

se\  era  1  states  has  jffjjf  SC  -  W  •  •  V'?'"  *f  31  'Wk  i''::'*.':~  »  •L¥J'%  ** 

caught  the  eve  ot  MjCT  .  <k  ~  -  feA'^Jp-  ®  ■.' ,  %*’  ■•' .<< 

i.itnrs, 

smiH'ot  u  liimi  ha\e|  ,'-J4>!*  *  - \  *  *  "  **  ?4|1  J\C«  - 

legalh  turced  the  E  V  £^*£$^yjr‘  *  ” **  ilfelA  18 -  A-A^  „  f  f'iv^'^J.f 

removal  ot  these  >  i*'  ktw*  ~  t 

t bod-given  man-  1|Bm|;'  ^£5|*'  ‘  »* '  *  Cr®?*-  p  A  1 

dates  from  public  Ks  *  -  *  ,,  «*4s^c'‘’SC^  %'5f '  1 

propert\  but  J^aC  •.  A-  ^  *’•  y  -  ^*.>-*1"'  '  *  *  ’ 

don't  expect  a  bi  11-  K&«v»'vC»ijy  '  n*  r^fg/'  AA*2  ' f^F'’*** 

hoard-si/ed  b'n  K  *  J >il  **•'  *  „  *  ; 

<■  <{\lj  Ill  a  n  d  m  e  n  t  s  j;‘.\ \  V  iV-  '  A'  ■'  1 

d  ispla \  m  •south  1#A;  A  Z\  "  #s ’A '  ■'.  A  V  A-  ".bv’-''''"-:  ■;- : 

\rkansa  •  to  ^  ome 

di  n\  1  imlmii  sinm  j^i  a  ;T ‘  l'"'  ,  ,  *  t’,A  V  .A  ,4$ 

On  the  south-  KgA  >.  *? t  A  x--f> <f J  Tg .-^ A ^ -ir  AAA  «, '“l?***  tfjjL  .Hhji* A  ■  *  1 

bound  ode  ot  Pjshs^  .  ' >C'^t  \s  A  ’'V  *X  /  ;  *  f  ,./  *  -’  I  <  /  ,.  /.  ,' 

I  liglnyav  !i<7,  a  c.py,  "‘’  •  C  \AA--%*  -,v  le  J /V^C<t^Tv«*j6"  b*  "  .XLldcflb 

thorough  la  re  from  W**^ 1  ''^  B  '  ’‘ly  4^*  %gf  *. 

1  1 1  tie  Rock  to  smith  -l-  •"“■'•  *-'**•  ^  ^Jf’ 

Arkansas  |oe  1  ,ia.ss.  <<',*?*%  'I •  *  f#' 

■!  n 'Cinbei  ot  i. alilei-  - 

Church  in  El  p*Wfg  ’  ^  pvvAC^-. s-C  A<r'"  ,Jv.  ■>#  ,C’rr^'#:  A7'  C  ‘S’'-C 

Dorado,  has  posted  hSMfe  ^  ' 

tin  Ien  v  ■  ■nunand  '%*.‘j,'Z?‘fcflr'a'-  .•  -  :  -^iaj£5S£4nJf\^'i^»^^  lii.  j 

ments  on  a  8-by-20- 

foot  leased  billboard  located  on  the  out-  One  Hampton  pastor,  Horace  Dunn,  hoping 
skirts  of  Hampton,  a  small  town  about  25  said  the  sign  is  a  hit  among  community  res-  Glas 
miles  north  ofEl  Dorado.  idents.  "It  caught  my  attention  right  away,"  the  prc 

"You  never  know  who  might  pass  by  he  said.  "I  keep  hearing  positive  things  pulled 
this  sign  and  need  to  be  encouraged,"  said  about  the  sign."  ing  hin 

Glass.  "God  tells  us  ...  that  his  Word  will  The  idea  to  post  the  Ten  Command-  He  a 
not  return  void.  Iiust  don't  believe  that  ments  on  a  hignway  billboard  came  to  death  < 
anyone  can  read  God's  Word  and  not  be  Glass  while  he  was  traveling  to  Little  Rock  his  plat 

affected  in  some  way  by  it."  a  few  years  ago.  1  ki 

Many  people  who  travel  the  state  high-  Recalling  that  often  roadside  signs  and  but  I  w 
way  might  never  attend  a  church  to  hear  advertisements  depict  or  promote  non-  he  decl 
the  Word  of  God,  Glass  said.  "I  believe  that  Christian  images  or  products.  Glass  said,  "I  Ever 
placing  the  Ten  Commandments  on  the  told  my  wife,  'There  should  be  signs  that  sign,  bi 
sign  will  allow  more  people  to  see  and  read  lift  up  and  encourage  people'  instead  of  literall) 
the  Word,"  he  said  of  the  billboard,  which  being  so  negative."  billboa 

is  colorfully  painted  in  primary  colors.  No  He  took  his  own  advice.  With  his  wife's  grass  a: 

church  is  identified,  nor  is  Glass.  help,  they  designed  and  painted  the  sign.  The 

"It'sjust  another  way  to  express  God's  This  task  came  easy  for  Glass  who  worked  caught 
Word.  Every  little  thing  we  do  for  the  Lord  with  a  sign  company  several  years  ago.  were  w 
can  make  a  difference.  Grabbmg  the  attention  of  travelers  is  his  Alth 

Glass  said  he  chose  the  Hampton  loca-  goal.  Glass  said,  acknowledging  he  has  ing  the 
tion  a  few  months  ago  because  of  its  high-  received  more  attention  than  ne  anticipat-  ever  ht 
traffic  and  45  mph  speed  limit.  Previously  ed.  Thankfully,  he  said,  he  has  heard  no  messag 
he  had  leased  a  sign  in  El  Dorado,  negative  feedback  from  anyone  who  "I  w 
"Hopefully,  drivers  are  slowing  down  in  would  oppose  the  Ten  Commandments.  who  ... 
the  city  limits,"  he  said.  In  recent  months,  a  local  television  the  sigi 

As  a  result,  "they  have  more  time  to  take  reporter  tracked  down  Glass  through  the  "I  o 
a  look  at  the  sign/  leasing  company  and  asked  to  interview  blessin 


him  about  his  "interest¬ 
ing"  sign.  He  hesitantly 
agreed. 

[  "I  wanted  God  to 
have  all  the  glory,  not 
me.  I  just  want 


to  be  blessed,"  he 
said. 

Since  that  time. 
Glass  has  received  sev¬ 
eral  phone  calls  from 
friends,  co-workers 
and  family  who  have 
praised  him  for  taking 
the  time  and  money  to 
fund  the  project. 

Another  area  resi¬ 
dent  went  so  far  as  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  a  local  newspa¬ 
per  thanking  the 
^'anonymous"  person 
who  put  up  the  Ten 
Commandments  sign. 

He  also  received 
encouragement  from 
the  leasing  company 
president  who  tola 
nim,  "I  hope  you  can 


1  $1,000  ble  of  the  state's  constitution.  in  an  Illinois  distri 
in  down  The  limestone  piece,  which  "The  [Lawrei 

•,  $200  a  was  still  being  built  when  the  newspaper  pu 
dent  of  Indiana  ACLU  chapter  filed  its  account  of  the  m 
County  complaint,  was  similar  to  a  1958  commissioners  m 
d,  Ind.,  monument  that  had  been  locat-  they  voted  una 
ws  site  ed  on  the  lawn  of  the  state  capi-  favor  of  acceptii 
tol  until  1992,  when  a  protestor  ture,"  Steele  sai 
;  Sarah  destroyed  it,  reportedly  because  (Indiana  ACLU) 
e  ruling  of  its  religious  overtones.  down  here...  and 

juments  In  1995,  state  officials  began  Judge  Barker 

er  case  looking  for  ways  to  replace  the  of  shape  becaus 
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makers  OK 
euthanasia 

LONDON  (BP)  —  The 
Dutch  parliament's  Nov.  28 


decision  to  legalize  euthanasia 
will  place  more  pressure  on 


vulnerable  groups  such  as  the 
disabled  aha  elderly,  and  it  is 
another  step  closer  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  eugenics  as  promoted 
in  1 930s  Germany,  Dutch  pro¬ 
lifers  say. 


The  1 04-40  vote  in  favor  of 
decriminalizing  a  practice  that 
has  been  tolerated  for  25  years 
makes  the  Netherlands  the  first 
country  in  the  world  to  have 
legalized  euthanasia. 


and  do  not  want  to  go  on 
it,  you  can  plan  your  d 
and  your  doctor  will  help 
to  be  killed,"  Dorenbos 
the  Internet  news 
CNSNews.com. 

The  new  legisL 
requires  Senate  approval 

Euthanasia  and  "assisted 
cide"  —  when  doctors 
vide,  but  do  not  administf 
legal  drug  —  have  been  \ 


voluntary  euthanasia 


RAs  of  South  McComb 
Church,  McComb,  sponsored 
a  float  in  the  Christmas 
parade,  entitled  jesus  is  the 
Reason  for  the  Season. 
Pictured  are  RAs,  GAs, 
Mission  Friends,  and  Andrea 
Miller.  RAs  are  led  by  David 
and  Andrea  Miller. 


ation  call 
-957-2222. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
'  with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 
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4  condos  available  - 
each  condo  sleeps  6. 

Reservations  by 
January  1 , 2001  only 

♦  4  nights  $275.00 

♦  5  nights  $350.00 

♦  6  nights  $425.00 

♦  7  nights  $450.00  _ 
$100.00  DEPOSIT  REQUIRED 


For  more  information  call 
662-746-4632  or 
fax  662-746-4505 


For  pricing  and  information  call  (662)  447-3936  or 
visit  our  website  at  www.cadillacchair.com 


The  sanctuary  choir  of 
Daniel  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  the 
Christmas  musical.  Wonderful 
Name,  on  Dec.  17  at  10:30  a.m. 
The  choir  is  under  the  direction 
of  Ross  Johnson,  minister  of 
music.  The  children's  choir 
under  the  direction  of  Katrina 
Marler,  children's  coordinator, 
will  present  the  musical  The 
Birthday,  at  5:30  p.m.  Steven  D. 
Potts  is  pastor. 


Maybank  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  present  Steve 
Walker,  music  evangelist  from 
Pinola,  in  a  concert  of 
Christmas  music,  Dec.  17  at  6 
p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)  582-4997  or  847-4375. 

Members  of  Calvary 
Church,  Pike  Association, 
recently  presented  gift-filled 
shoeboxes  to  children  in  Third 
World  countries.  The  project. 


Operation  Christmas  Child,  is  a 
mission  project  targeting  Third 
World  countries  where  many 
children  are  homeless.  Children 
pictured  (from  left)  are  Jed 
Fortenberry,  Carley 

Fortenberry,  Michelle 

Lawrence,  Nicole  Alexander, 
Noele  Coker,  Garrett  Raybom, 
Joey  Leggette,  and  Ross  Busby. 
Also  pictured  is  Steve  Lofton, 
minister  of  music,  and  Harold 
Gartman,  pastor. 


Darko  is  available  to  do  special  music  for  worship 
and  praise  within  the  regular  church  service  or  as 
a  featured  concert,  any  length. 


_  Barnes 

Crossing  Church,  Saltillo,  will 
present  the  cantata.  On 
Christmas  Day,  Dec.  24  during 
the  11  a.m.  worship  service. 
Harrell  Hill  is  minister  of 
music.  J.  D.  Johnson  is  pastor. 

Poplar  Flat  Church, 
Louisville,  will  present 
Bringing  Christmas  Home  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  16  at  7  p.m.  and 
Sunday,  Dec.  17  at  11  a.m. 
Gayle  Pope  is  pastor.  Tim 
Drane  is  minister  of  music. 


The  adult  Christmas  pro¬ 
gram,  The  Perfect  Christmas, 
will  be  presented  at  Zion  Hill 
Church,  Wesson,  on  Dec.  17  at 
6:45  p.m.  A  candlelight  service 
will  be  held  on  Dec.  24  at  5  p.m. 
The  theme  will  be  The  Light  of 
the  World  and  The  Lord's 
Supper.  Services  on  Dec.  31  will 
be  led  by  youth  in  the  10:45 
a.m.  service  and  a  gospel 
singing  will  be  held  at  4:30  p.m. 

Christmas  cantata  will  be 
presented  at  Leaf  River 
Church,  Smith  County,  Sunday, 
Dec.  17,  at  11  a.m.  Lunch  will 
follow. 


Live  Nativity  scene  will  be 
presented  at  Enon  Church, 
Grenada,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  and 
23,  from  5-8  p.m. 


Members  of  Calvary  Church,  Pike  Association 


Music  *  Inspirational  Reflections  *  Testimony 


Cadillac  Chair  Corp 
Box  422 

Okolona,  MS  38860 


Medical  Lift 
Chair  Rediners 


Direct 
from  the  I 
Factory 
lb-year 
Complete 
Warranty 


Philip  Cooper  was  called  as 

^  „  A. -  ~  C 


Church, 

Ackerman. 


Cooper 


Robert  Dottley  is  the  new 

gastor  of  Cedar  view  Church, 
►live  Branch,  effective  Dec.  3. 
While  most  of  his  ministry  was 

in  --  the - —  - , 

Mississippi 
Delta  until  his  fjT" 
move  to  Olive  -|E 
Branch  in 

1992,  Dottley  '  TM 

served  as  JF 

associate  pas-  K 
tor  atUf  ■  'qjkjj 

Immanuel  1^  a  1 
Church  and  Dottley 

most  recently  3 

at  Longview  Heights  Church, 
both  in  Olive  Branch. 


Holcomb  Church,  Holcomb, 
has  called  Danny  White  from 
First  Church,  Greenwood,  as 
minister  of  music. 

Victoria  Heights  Church, 
Victoria,  has  called  Marcus 
Russell  as  youth  minister.  A 

native  of - 

Alabama, 

Russell 
received  his 
education  at 
Auburn 
University 
and  is 

presently 
completing 
his  masters  at  Russell 

Mid  America 

Seminary.  Bob  Johnson  is  pastor. 

Bissell  Church,  Tupelo,  has 
called  Eddie  Wren  to  serve  as 
pastor  effective  Oct.  22.  He  pre¬ 
viously  served  at  Green  Valley 
Church,  Pontotoc. 


New  Orleans  Seminary.  Gayle 
Pope  is  pastor. 


Dottley  Poplar  Flat,  Louisville,  has 

y  called  Tim  Drane  as  minister  of 
Zhurch,  music.  Drane  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College  and 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 
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Darko 

"1  Surrender" 

CD's  and  Tapes 

Available  Now! 

Call 

1-800-844-1200 


What  I  tel!  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music  Conference 

February  1 5-1 6, 2001 ,  First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 

(For  all  church  music  leaders  and  musicians) 

Registration:  10  a.m.  -  1 :45  p.m.,  Thursday 
—  Conference  1:45  p.m.,  Thursday  thru  noon,  Friday 


Concert  with  Singing  Churchmen,  Thursday  ev  ening,  7  p.m. 


Guest  Additional  Concerts  Mississippi  Singing 

Albert  L.  Travis  The  Mississippi  College  Singers  in  concert,  Thursday,  3  p.m.,  Jamie  Meaders,  Director  Churchmen 

Professor  of  organ,  SBTS  Children's  Choir  of  Mississippi  in  concert,  Thursday,  4:15  p.m.,  Joanna  Hunt,  Director  Milfred  Valentine,  Director 


Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen 

Milfred  Valentine,  Director 


Conference  Leaders:  Albert  Travis,  SWBTS;  Ioanna  Hunt,  Choral  Director  at  Madison  Central  High  School,  Madison 
Al  Carden,  Mississippi  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Pastoral  Care  Department,  Jackson 


Call  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  271  for  registration  and  motel  information 


CHURCH 

BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATORS 

CONFERENCE 

February  1 ,  2001 
First  Baptist  Church 
Madison 


Theme:  "Leading  People  Effectively  and 
Managing  Resources  Efficiently" 

Purpose:  To  provide  information  and  challenge  to  church  leaders 
on  the  administration,  leadership,  and  resources  of 
church  finances  with  a  biblical  basis  being  strongly 
emphasized. 

Target  Audience:  Pastors,  administrators,  treasurers,  financial 
committees,  deacons,  trustees 

Registration  Fee:  $10  (includes  lunch  at  the  church) 

Sponsored  by: 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB 
Metro  Baptist  Association,  Jackson 

Call  601 -968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651  for  more  information. 


Deacon  Mims  try  Empi i 


Deacon  Ministry  Emphasis ...  is  a  plan  with  specific 
actions  that  highlight  deacon  ministries  and  involves 
deacon  training  and  service. 

The  Purpose  Of  Deacon  Emphasis  Is  To: 

•  Focus  on  their  biblical  role 

•  Build  team  relationships 

v 

•  Secure  involvement  in  ministries 

•  Develop  skills  for  ministry 

Deacon  Emphasis  Week  is  scheduled  for  January  14-21,  2001, 
but  a  deacon  ministry  emphasis  may  be  conducted  at  any  time 
during  the  year. 

To  participate,  the  deacons  would  choose  at  least  two  actions  and 
perform  them  during  a  specified  time  (preferably  during  Deacon 
Emphasis  Week). 

A  certificate  of  recognition  will  be  presented  to  each  deacon  body 
that  participates. 

For  other  projects  and  information,  contact: 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
Keith  Gordon,  consultant 
P.0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
(601)968-3800,  extension  307,  or  1-800-748-1651 


Called  to  be  one 

State  Evangelism  Conference,  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  I1adison 

Monday  &  Tuesday,  January  15-16,  2001 


* 


hu 


<  fij)  FEBRUARY  13, 2001 

i|j  <J  9  A.M.  -  NOON 


RTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

5199  LAKELAND  DRIVE, 

FLO  WOOD 


PACK  YOUR  BACS  AND 

GET  READY  TO  JOIN  US  ON  ^ 

THE  ADVENTURE  OF  A  LIFETIME! 


The  VBS  Truth 
Trackers  sampler  and 
curriculum  will  be  on 
display  and  available 
for  purchase  from 
Jackson's  LifeWay 
Christian  Store. 


Christian  Performing  An 


March  JJ 
Ri<lgi  ’crest  Baptist 


(  (is t  sj- 


Drania  •  Clowning  •  Puppets  •  Church  Recrcatit 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 


601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


•  Missionaries 
.  •  Basketball 

•  Testimonies 

•  Cheerleaders 

•  Music 

GA/Acteens 
CAMPUS  DAY 

Mississippi  College 
February  3,  2001 
9:30  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

Cost:  $7.50 

(includes  basketball  game,  meal, 
program,  and  limited  insurance) 


GA/Acteens  Campus  Day 

Registration  Form 

Registration  Deadline:  Friday,  lanuaiy  26 

(No  refunds  after  deadline,  however  substitutions  may  be  made) 


Church _ _ 

Association  _ _ 

Contact  person _ _ _ 

Daytime  phone _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ 

City _ State _ 

Number  attending _ *$7.50= _ 

Make  checks  payable  to :  MBCB 

Mall  completed  farm  to:  WMU.  Campus  Day 

POBokSO 
lacison  MS  39205 


Total  enclosed 


More  Than 


iu 

mnual  Mi sslBUTCefebrati on 
lanuary  26-27*52001 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

featuring 


;  i  \  Imm  r 


i 


>  h  t . t  \1i«  ITT 


.  *  4  Mm  4  .o  M  M*  IV. 


Need  info?  Call  1-800-748-1651.  ext.  316.  or  in  lackson.  292-3316 


.  i 


ffOA- _ 
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Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


LIdT'E  Nl'WQ  “TO  QO'Q  -  O  Qc&  giVe  me  the  grace  tobay.  to  recognize  the  stirrings  of 
' Thy  Spirit  Within  my  soul  anh  to  Listen  most  attentively  to  all  that  "Thou  hast  to  say  to 
me.  Let  not  the  noises  of  the  Worth  eVer  so  confuse  me  that  J  cannot  hear  Jhee  speak. 

John  ' baillie 


Pray  for  John  and  Luanne 
Marshall,  missionaries  in  Mato 
Grosso  do  Sul,  Brazil,  as  they 
train  groups  in  how  to  lead 
"Experiencing  God"  groups. 

Their  goal  is  to  start  a  group  on 
every  college  campus  in  their 
state.  An  estimated  96.5  percent 
of  the  students  do  not  know 

Christ  as  Savior. 

Rick  Brenny  is  the  director  of  the 
lefferson  Sheet  Baptist  Center  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  which  works  with 
homeless  people.  Pray  for  the 
staffs  safety,  discernment,  wis¬ 
dom,  and  focus.  Also  pray  for  his 
friend's  son  who  has  a  serious 
type  of  cancer. 

Pray  for  Tunisian  Arab  believers 
who  are  students  in  Tunisia.  Pray 
that  the  Lord  will  use  them  to  be 
lights  for  Christ  to  their  fellow 
classmates  and  that  they  will  be 
truly  bold  witnesses  for  Him. 

Give  thanks  to  Cod  for  the  out¬ 
reach  of  Ghanaian  Baptists  to  the 
Nzema  people  living  along  the 
coast  of  Ghana  and  Cote  d'Ivoire. 
Missionary  Carolyn  Houts  writes: 
"We  had  good  responses  in 
showing  the  'lehrs'  film  to 
Nzema-spealdng  people.  Pray  for 
the  people  who  do  follow  up  on 
those  who  trusted  Christ" 

Pray  for  the  salvation  of  approxi¬ 
mately  4  million  Cubans  who  are 
involved  in  "Santeria,"  African 
deities  and  Catholicism.  Pray 
that  the  enemy's  stronghold  on 
this  totaly  unreached  people 
group  wdl  be  broken  so  that  they 
may  turn  from  darkness  to  the 
light  of  lesus  Christ 

Eddie  Miller  is  an  associational 
missionary  in  Femley,  Nev.  They 
are  opening  Steamboat  Baptist 
Church.  Pray  for  God  to  call  a 
church  planter  and  for  the 
finances  to  purchase  the  building. 
Pray  for  Eddie's  fondly. 

Missionaries  in  the  Netherlands 
asks  you  to  pray  for  refugees  who 
claim  a  culturally  Christian  back- 
pound.  They  have  a  Christian 
identity  which  they  associate 
with  their  ethnic  or  family  histo¬ 
ry,  but  they  lack  apersonal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  leans  Christ  Pray 
for  these  refugees  to  completely 
give  their  lives  to  Christ 

Pray  for  missionaries  Tom  and 
Cynthia  Martin  as  they  continue 
learning  the  Guarayu  language. 

Ask  God  to  give  them  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  ability  to  hear  and  under¬ 
stand  the  heart  language  of  the 
Guarayo  people. 

1 

3-84 

Many  university  students  will  be 
visiting  China  this  Christmas  to 
share  the  love  of  Jesus  with  those 
who  have  not  heard.  Ask  God  to 
smooth  their  way  as  they  journey 
to  China  at  the  season  of  gift  giv¬ 
ing,  bearing  in  their  hearts  the 
greatest  gift  of  alt. 


Missionary  Wes  Thrush  in  Mei 
Nung,  Taiwan,  writes:  "Soon 
after  a  prayer  walking  team  from 
South  Carolina  prayed  in  front  of 
a  Buddhist  temple  here,  the 
demons  have  not  been  able  to 
control  the  people  as  before." 
Pray  that  other  praying  teams 
join  in  praying  for  the  people  as 
97%  of  them  do  not  know  Christ. 

On  November  6-10,  God  used 
the  sidMs  of  a  volunteer  from 
Texas  to  share  Christ  using  quilt 
squares  to  Dominican  Republic 
women  attending  a  quilting  class. 
The  women  were  spellbound. 

Pray  that  these  women  will  open 
their  hearts  to  jesus  and  receive 
Him  as  their  personal  Savior. 


Thank  God  for  answered  prayer 
for  a  nurse  for  the  dinic  in  the 
Taiwan  earthquake  area.  Pray 
for  lemifer  Chiang,  a  "city  girl," 
as  she  adjusts  to  living  in  a  rural 
setting.  Ask  God  to  use  her 
youth  and  willing  witness  to  min¬ 
ister  to  many. 


Baptist  missionaries  ministering  in 
England  ask  you  to  intercede  for 
a  growing  number  of  Afghans  dis¬ 
placed  because  of  a  ruthless 
regime  in  their  home  country. 
They  range  from  the  well-educat¬ 
ed  to  the  uneducated,  but  they 
are  an  "open"  people.  Pray  that 
the  Giver  of  Pence  would  break 
through  their  hearts. 


MR.  DAVID  COLLINS 

9707  SW  57th  Street,  Cooper  City,  FL  33328 

Parents:  Charles  &  Suzanne 

SERVE  IN  CARIBBEAN  BASIN  -  BUSINESS  MANAGEMENT 
4-85 

MR.  DAVID  JOHNSTON 

Caixa  Postal  2053  Jockey,  64.049-9709  Teresina,  PI,  BRAZIL 
Parents:  Vincent  A  Sharon 

SERVE  IN  EASTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA  -  CONFERENCE/ENCAMPMENT 

6- 85 

MR.  SETH  K.  BUSH 
BJ>.  15,  Kenieba,  MALI 
Parents:  Karl  A  Lena 

SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA  -  COMMUNITY  OUTREACH 

7- 85 

MR.  ADRIAN  MARTIN 

C.C.  637, 5500  Mendoza,  ARGENTINA 

Parents:  Asbury  A  Hope 

SERVE  IN  WEST  SOUTH  AMERICA  -  GENERAL  EVANGELISM 


A  hospital  in  Yemen  is  shifting  its 
focus.  It  is  decreasing  its  inpatient 
load  and  increasing  its  communi¬ 
ty  health  emphasis.  Thousands  of 
Yemeni  Arabs  have  been  healed 
there  during  the  last  30  years. 
Pray  for  dtose  who  are  hurting 
because  of  this  change.  Pray  for 
wisdom  for  those  who  are  mak¬ 
ing  the  changes. 

All  IMB  missionaries  working  in 
the  Eastern  Africa  Region  will 
meet  in  Kenya  on  lanuary  3-8, 
2001.  Please  pray  for  Henry 
Bladtaby  as  he  speaks  to  them. 
Ask  God  to  use  this  time  to  give 
His  people  a  fresh  vision,  and 
pray  that  each  person  present 
will  choose  to  follow  His  specific 
leadership. 

Songda  Province  in  Thailand  has 
61,000  coRege  and  vocational 
students.  A  student  campus 
worker  is  needed  to  reach  these 
students.  Pray  for  God  to  quickly 
send  the  rigit  person  or  couple  to 
fill  this  position. 


Team  Netherlands  shared  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  "One  of  our  key  refugee 
leaders  recently  began  meeting 
with  members  of  a  cult  group, 
unaware  of  the  group’s  unscrip- 
tural  doctrine.  Praise  God  for  this 
man's  wiRinjpiess  to  receive  the 
truth  from  one  of  our  team  mem¬ 
bers!  Pray  for  truth  to  prevail  in 
the  refugees'  lives." 

lor  (1)  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference;  Mississippi  College 
(2)  Pray  today  for  Emperor 
Akftito  of  Japan  (3)  Pray  for  cas¬ 
sette-tape  ministries  under  way  to 
reach  predominantly  oral  tribal 
groups  in  Laos. 


Please  be  in  prayer  for  ISC  work¬ 
ers  David  and  Lola  Curran  of  the 
Ile-de-France  Team  as  they  sub¬ 
mit  proposals  to  Paris  area 
churches  concerning  the  use  of 
their  church  fadKes  for  teaching 
courses  of  interest  to  business 
leaders. 


After  missionaries,  the  Ronbauf^s, 
shared  the  gospel  with  1 3>S0 
Barahaig  households,  a  Batabaig 
elder  spoke  up:  "The  wages  of  sin  is 
death,  but  there  are  also  wages  from 
befog  bom  again,  eternal  life.  We 
have  had  three  ^oups  td  us  the 
same  message,  so  choose  life  through 
|esus  Christ."  Pray  that  a  church 
planting  movement  w*  begin  here. 


"Samson,"  who  recently  accept¬ 
ed  Christ,  lives  in  a  Last  Frontier 
nation.  In  answer  to  prayer, 
Samson's  family  dropped  their 
threat  to  turn  him  in  to  the 
authorities.  He  is  now  living 
apart  from  his  family  and  being 
dtsdpled  by  focal  believers.  Pray 
for  his  Christian  growth  and 
restored  relationships  with  his  | 
family  and  be  a  witness  to  them. 

There  are  three  Sudanese  Baptist 
churches  in  the  Kakuma  Refugee 
Camp  in  northern  Kenya,  near 
the  Sudan  border.  They  are  weak 
churches,  so  ask  God  to  do  a 
mighty  work  in  their  midst  so 
that  they  wfil  trust  the  lord  and 
know  that  He  it  their  provider. 


Please  pray  for  a  team  that  is  dis¬ 
tributing  videos  of  the  "lesus" 
film  through  many  channels  in 
South  Africa.  Recently,  the  video 
was  shown  in  two  schools,  with  a 
combined  total  of  650  attending. 
Pray  for  questions  to  be  raised  in 
the  hearts  of  these  students  and 
teachers  as  they  reflect  on  all 
they  saw  and  heard  about  lesus. 


A  women's  group  in  S£  Asia  and 
Oceania  has  begun  a  ministry  to 
domestic  helpers.  Many  of  the 
helpers  are  abused  and  oppressed 
by  their  employers.  The  group  is 
attempting  to  be  their  advocates 
for  better  working  condHions  and 
introduce  them  to  tire  Lord.  Pray 
for  the  helpers  to  come  to  know 
the  Lord  as  their  Savior. 


Missionaries  Toby  and  Janet 
Walker  report  that  two  volun¬ 
teers  from  Oklahoma  were 
instrumental  in  discipling 
Christians  in  three  missions  of 
Cerrito  Baptist  Church  in  Entre 
Rios  Province  of  Argentina.  Pray 
for  the  1 20  new  Christians  who 
have  begun  to  study  the  Bible  as 
a  result  of  the  volunteers'  efforts. 


For  almost  two  years,  Baptists  in 
a  major  city  of  Colombia  have 
been  praying  to  establish  an 
evangelistic  telephone  counseling 
referral  ministry,  which  began 
Sept.  24.  Pray  that  these  phone 
lines  can  keep  operating  and  that 
many  personal  contacts  will 
result  in  getting  the  callers  to 
attend  Bible  studies  in  their  area. 

Missionaries  Stan  (former  pastor 
of  Drew  BC)  and  Pam  Wafler 
recently  completed  orientation  at 
the  Missionary  learning  Center, 
Richmond  Va.  Stan,  Pam  and 
their  children  plan  to  arrive  in 
Kenya  on  January  2.  Pray  for 
them  as  they  learn  the  language 
and  get  settled  on  the  field. 


The  members  of  Nadi  Baptist 
Church  in  Fiji  are  seeking  to  share 
the  gospel  in  an  area  where  many 
Indians  live.  They  have  been 
looking  for  an  opening  to  an  area 
of  Nadi  known  as  "Bangladesh," 
which  houses  many  squatters. 
One  of  the  church  members  has 
the  opportunity  to  move  to  that 
area.  Pray  for  his  ministry. 


8-97 

MISS  MARIANNA  MOSS 

1305  Old  Hwy  49  South,  Richland,  MS  39218 

Parents:  Clay  A  Vicky 

SERVE  AS  STRATEGY  CONSULTANT 

PARTNERSHIP  MISSIONS  DEPARTMENT 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD 


13-85 

MISS  ASH  UR.  HARPER 

c/o  Derral  Foreman,  705  W.  Sterling,  Baytown,  TX  77520 
Parents:  Thaddeus  A  Jan 

SERVE  IN  NORTHERN  AFRICA  AND  MIDDLE  EAST 
VOCATIONAL  SKILLS  TRAINING 


24-00 

MR.  NATHANIEL  PEACOCK 

6  Glenhill  Crescent,  Cochraine  Alberta  TOL  OW3,  CANADA 
Parents:  Kevin  A  Brenda 

SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA  _ _ ,  . _ ,  , 

theological  education  lake  a  moment  to  send  a  card 

to  encourage  the  children  of 
our  missionaries! 


Fortenberry,  Lamar  Association, 

presented  an - — - — 

acknowledge-  y 

ment  from  | 

Associational 
Women's  \  t  la 
Missionary  *  ’Jf 

Union  for  her  ^  ^ 

many  years  of 
service.  JJvS'SkT*" 


J  “  «•  u  y  Rawls 

Grove  Kawls 

Church,  Panola  County, 

licensed  Jarrett  Jamison  to  the 
ministry  on  Nov.  26.  Jamison 
serves  on  the  staff  as  youth 
minister.  He  attends  Delta  State 
University  and  plans  to  enter 
seminary  upon  nis  graduation 
in  May  2001.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Jamison  and  Terry 
Tribble,  pastor. 


Deacons  of  Faith  Church,  Hickory  Flat 

Faith  Church,  Hickory  Flat,  Ellis  Perkins,  present  deacon; 
held  ordination  services  for  dea-  and  Bill  Dowdy,  pastor, 
cons  on  Nov.  12.  Jimmy  Davis 

and  Vic  Hudson  were  ordained  Irene  Rawls  was  recently 
in  the  evening  service  after  honored  at  a  reception  for  28 
which  time  a  reception  was  held  years  of  service  as  secretary  of 
in  the  fellowship  hall.  Pictured  Oral  Church,  Hattiesburg.  Jerry 
(from  left)  are  Elgin  Thompson,  Jones,  pastor,  presented  a  plaque 
present  deacon;  Davis;  Hudson;  of  appreciation  and  Margaret 


H.  Ketchum,  Grisham,  Wilbanks,  and  R.  Ketchum 

Hughey  Ketchum,  91  years 
old,  was  baptized  on  Nov.  16  by 
Lamar  Grisham,  pastor  of 
North  Ripley  Church,  Ripley. 

"Our  church  received  a  very 
special  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  because  of  nis  salvation. 


1st  Annual  Pre-New  Year’s 
“Gospel  Singing  Concert” 

Saturday,  December  30, 2000  *  5:00  rm.  until 

The  Magnolia  Center  on 

The  South  Mississippi  Fairgrounds 
Laurel,  Mississippi 


salvation. 
We  have  learned  as  a  church 
that  we  should  'pray  without 
ceasing'  for  our  loved  ones," 
said  Grisham.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Ketchum  and  Grisham, 
(background)  Cleo  Wilbanks 
and  Russell  Ketchum. 


Jamison  and  Tribble 


Life  Way’s  Exclusive  Bus  Source 


CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 

(800)370-6180 

“RAISED  VANS 

L  ^  IN  STOCK 

IIS  MSm  V  •  Center  Aisle 

™  •  Low  First  Step 
•  2/1  Seating 
Bucket  Seats 
More  headroom 
15  Passengers 
No  CDL  required 
www.carpenterbus.com 


;  Tickets: 

Advance  -  $12 
Artist  Circle  -  $15  • 
Day  of  concert  -  $14 
Children  (7-12)  -  $5.00 
6  and  under  FREE 


2000  Model:  $34,000  (New) 

1999  Model:  $29,900  (Low  Miles) 
1998  Model:  $28,500  (Low  Miles) 


The  Steeles 

Nashville,  TN 


Ann  Downing 

Bruce,  MS 


Starkville  DiscipleNow  Conference 
January  12  &  13,  2001 

l*rn  AUTWAKjSNm  F& 

i  '’Fl  u/tk  1 

|A\  WATERMARK  &  M/IR 

STUART  HALL 

FRIDAY  NIGHT  @  8:00  RM. 

SATURDAY  @  10:30  A.M.  AND  7:00  PM. 

COST  $10  PER  PERSON 

For  more  information  or  to  register 
call  (662)  323-5633. 


The  Capstone  Quartet 

Gordo,  AL 


The  Hoppers 

Madison,  NC 

Aslo  appearing  : 

Glenn  Floyd  &  New  Life,  2nd  Mile. 
The  Walley  Family,  and  The  Hooks  Trio 


Quinton  Mills 

Hollister,  NC 


Mississippi  Gospel  Music  Promotions 
P.O.  Box  16057 
Jackson,  MS  39207 


For  more  information  contact: 

(601)  366-8371 
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N.C.  church  leads  way  in  Lottie,  CP  support 


commitment  to  attuned  to  missions',"  said  For  more  than  20  years, 
ve  Program  giving,  Fruitland  pastor  Mike  Smith.  Fruitland  Church  benefited 
Church  in  During  its  early  days,  the  from  accounts  of  the  work  of 

wille,  N.C.,  has  pro-  church  was  led  by  McMillan  the  McGees,  who  served  as 

ng  support  for  inter-  and  William  Powell,  powerful  missionaries  to  Nigeria  and 

missions  since  its  orators  who  came  to  encouraged  missions  giving  as 

>.  Hendersonville  by  way  of  invi-  they  explained  how  u  helped 

In  the  past  15  tations  to  teacn  at  nearby  the  spread  of  the  gospel, 

years,  members  of  Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute.  So  influential  was  their  wit- 
the  congregation  McMillan  was  a  pastor-  ness  that  Fruitland's  annual 

have  nearly  tripled  tumed-missionary,  while  Powell  Lottie  Moon  offering  was 

their  total  Lottie  often  preached  on  the  impor-  renamed  the  John  ana  Doris 

Moon  Christ-mas  tance  of  missions,  Smith  saia. 

Offering  and  overall  Following  them  was  Melton, 
missions  giving,  who  led  the  church  for  nearly 

They  sent  $173,920  50  years  and  led  the  church  to  a 

to  the  Southern  yearly  one-half-percent-of-bud- 

Baptist  Convention  get  increase  in  missions  giving 

(SBC)  international  until  it  reached  32%. 

missions  offering  After  reaching  that  mark  in 

during  that  span  the  late  1950's,  Fruitland's  mem- 

and  $482,688  to  the  bers  decided  to  set  30%  as  their 

Baptist  State  Con-  annual  goal  and  it  has  stayed 

vention  of  North  that  way  since,  Smith  said.  The 

Carolina's  Cooper-  reduction  has  not  hurt  giving, 

ative  Program,  "It  has  been  our  tradition  or 

which  includes  sup-  custom  to  give  to  missions," 

port  for  SBC  inter-  Sitton  said.  "God  has  blessed 

national  missions  us  with  leadership  through  all 

and  ministries.  these  years  to  continue  to_sup- 

"Every  pastor  port  his  missions  locally, 

would  want  to  serve  nationally  and  to  the  uttermost 

a  church  that  is  so  part  of  the  world." 


Michael’s  Watch 

/)  _  ‘But  even  tbearcbangef 

'  JL/  Micbaef  udten he mls 
f  \  \  ✓  disputing  u>itb  tbedeznf 

about  the  body  of  Moses, 
(fid not  dan  to  bring  a 
-Jr  slanderous  accusation 


MISSIONS  GIVING  — 
Twins,  Nita,  and  Nora  Stepp, 
collect  the  mission  offering  at 
Fruitland  Church  in  Hender¬ 
sonville  during  a  recent  mis¬ 
sions  emphasis.  (BP  photo) 


ed  the  nomination  of  the  presi-  Roberts  is  the  son  of  the  late 
dential  search  committee  of  Ray  Roberts,  a  church  planter 
Midwestern  Seminary,"  (Roberts  and  the  first  executive  director 
said  Nov.  29.  "I  believe  that  the  of  the  State  Convention  of 
Lord  has  a  wonderful  and  excit-  Baptists  in  Ohio, 
ing  future  for  this  institution  as  it  Bom  in  Danville,  Ky.,  he 
continues  to  contribute  to  minis-  earned  a  Ph.D.  degree  from  the 
terial  training  and  thus  the  fulfill-  Free  University  of  Amsterdam  in 
ment  of  the  Great  Commission."  the  Netherlands.  He  also  holds  a 

The  50-year-old  Roberts  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
and  his  wife,  Anna,  have  two  Southern  Seminary,  a  bachelor's 
children,  Naomi  and  Mark,  degree  from  Georgetown  (Ky.) 
He  requested  prayer  for  his  College  and  has  served  as  a 
family  and  Midwestern  graduate  researcher  at  Oxford 
trustees  "as  they  consider  this  University  in  England, 
crucial  decision." 

If  elected,  Roberts  will 
become  Midwestern's  fourth 
president  since  its  founding  in 
1957,  succeeding  Mark 


“The Lord rebufe you.  ’  -  Jude  1:9 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 
mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 
lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle. 

Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville, 
Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 
Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  Baptist 
Church  In  Louisville.  Mississippi  at 


T/te  2001  Southeastern 
Seasoned  SiduCt  Conference 


IT  DOESN’T  HAVE  TO 


February  15-17,  2001 
at  the 

Winfield  Resorts  in  Gulf  Shores 


COST  A  FORTUNE! 

Purchase  your  casket 

wholesale  and  use  the  ^ 

funeral  home  of  your 

choice.  Save  thousands 

of  dollars. Start  today  by 

mailing  the  application  below  and  $1.00  to 


In  concert. 


Scott  Dawson 
‘Worship  Leader: 


The  Pfeifers 


Odafe  plans  to  join  us 
for  a  wonderful  time! 


Name:  _ 
Address 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Prices  as  low  as 

$89  per  person! 


Dwayne  Moore 

Call  1-800-869-8738 
to  request  an  information  packet 


a  division  of  SDEA 
PO  Box  380653 
Birmingham,  AL  35238-0653 
www.scondawson.com 


For  information  on  insurance,  please  state  your  age 

.  Mississippi  Residents  Only  ♦  Information  upon  request 
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HARD  TO  BELIEVE 


Fellowship  (CBF)  and  other  Texas  problem.  CBF,  BGCT,  and 

dissident  grou*'°  "n — - ■■■  J"  ’  J  - 

There  were  _  _ 

our  curacies  in  the  article  that  have  calling 
low  been  well  refuted  since  Texas  "Mains 

>  be  took  the  action.  back  tc 

100I  Nothing  was  said  about  con-  church 

servatives  oeing  treated  shabbi-  conven 
ose  ly  at  the  largely  CBF-controlled  words, 
the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  and  de: 
lew  Texas  (BGCT)  or  that  two  of  our 
the  seminary  presidents,  including 
ose  the  president  of  Southwestern, 
ible  were  not  even  allowed  to  speak 
ver  to  defend  their  seminaries  offered  $25, 
against  wrongful  accusations. 

>  of  The  "moderates"  are  now 
the  satisfied  for  this  to  remain  a 


l  Most  Baptists  in  Mississippi 

>s.  "Baptist  Committed"  leaders  are  still  conservative  and 

numerous  inac-  have  been  helping  train  groups  strongly  support  the  SBC  and 

j  themselves  its  leaders.  They  deserve  to  be 

"Mainstream  Baptists,"  to  go  provided  with  information  that 
back  to  their  states,  take  over  is  not  slanted  against  the  SBC. 
churches,  associations,  state  If  the  readers  really  want  to 

conventions,  and,  in  their  own  know  what  is  going  on,  go  to 
words,  to  do  what  Texas  did  www.sbc.net  and  click  on 
and  defund  the  SBC.  Baptist2Baptist. 

-•  Representatives  from  15  dif-  Ida  South 

ferent  states,  including  Maben 

Mississippi,  were  present  these 
sessions.  People  are  being 

to  start  such  WORSHIP  GOD 
groups  in  their  states.  Some 
states  are  already  having  prob-  Editor 

lems  with  these  groups.  This  letter  is  in  reference  to 

Harry  Thornton's  letter  to  the 
editor  in  the  November  16 
issue  where  he  encourages  the 
use  of  the  King  James  Version 
(KJV)  of  the  Bible.  I  want  to 
comment  on  a  couple  of  his 
points. 

The  first  point  is  the  absence 
of  Acts  8:37  in  the  New 
International  Version  (NIV)  of 
the  Bible.  This  verse  is  footnot¬ 
ed  in  the  NTV  as  "Some  late 
manuscripts..."  and  then  verse 
37  is  quoted.  So,  there  is  a  rea¬ 
son  the  translators  left  it  out  of 
the  main  text  and  they  state 
their  reason.  Although  the 
same  verse  is  in  the  main  text 
of  the  New  American  Standard 
Bible,  it  has  a  similar  footnote. 

The  second  point  is  the 
example  of  the  New  World 
Translation  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  That  translation 
actually  says  "  and  the  Word 
was  a  god."  (Note  the  lower¬ 
case  "g".)  However,  keep  in 
mind  who  made  and  published 
this  translation  —  The 
Watchtower  Bible  and  Tract 
Society,  the  organization  that 
runs  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses. 
The  translation  of  John  1:1  was 
made  as  such  to  support  their 
denial  of  the  deity  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  KJV  is  not  perfect. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Baptist  Homes ,  Inc 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


DISTURBED  BY  COVERAGE 


Editor: 

I  was  disturbed  to  see  that, 
while  Baptist  Press  articles 
relating  to  the  situation  in 
Texas  nave  been  completely 
excluded  from  The  Baptist 
Record  lately,  you  ran  an  article 
written  exclusively  from  the 
Associated  Baptist  Press  (ABP) 
perspective.  The  ABP  is  the 
news  service  that  supports  the 
Cooperative  Baptist 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


brate  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  November  17  for  the  first  group 
homes  for  the  mentally  retarded  that  the  organization  plans  to  con¬ 
struct  on  80  acres  of  land  north  of  Canton.  The  land  was  donated 
by  Kay  Foshee  (second  from  left)  and  Foshee  Construction 
Company  of  Canton.  Tim  Bobo  (third  from  right)  prepares  to  cut 
the  ribbon  as  his  father  Charles  Bobo  (right),  who  serves  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  organiza ton's  trustee  board,  looks  on.  Baptist  Homes 

S’  to  seek  a  Certificate  of  Need  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  to 
a  pair  of  10-bed  homes  that  will  serve  both  men  and  women 
For  more  information  on  the  project,  contact  Ruby  Wadford,  32 
Park  Crest  Place,  Jackson,  MS  39211.  Telephone:  (601)  956-1501. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


MS  Positions  Available 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  posi¬ 
tion  available  at  Kolola  Springs  Baptist 
Church  in  the  Golden  Triangle 
Association.  If  interested,  please  call 
the  church  office  at  (662)  356-6037  or 
mail  a  resume  to  Kolola  Springs  Baptist 
Church,  965  Cal-Kolola  Road, 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising, 
e  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  numher  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 

steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  3-manual  with  drawknobs.  Six  years 
ALA.  1  -800-830-0583.  old.  Four  finished  speakers.  45  speak- 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  ing  stops,  55  rank  equivalent.  Expander 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and  II  and  Smart  recorder.  Perfect  condi- 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  tion.  $28,500.  Contact  Jim  or  Susan 

Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)  Link  @  (60U  264-2JJ6.  _ _ _ 

948-3391 .  Since  1965.  CRAWFORD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  SEEKING  God's  man  as  our  education 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  and  administration  pastor.  The  church 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601 )  483-  desires  an  experienced  man  to  grow 
7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705.  our  300+  Sunday  School.  Send 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only  resumes  to  3000  Sun  Valley  Dr., 

smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling  Mobile,  AL  36618. _ 

Center.  Cat)  about  Lock-ins,  group  USED  CHURCH  PEWS.  Contact  Bethel 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues.  Baptist  Church  at  (601 )  587-4661 . 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson,  FOR  SALE:  5 1  church  pews  and  pulpit 
MS,  (601)  372-7700.  furniture.  Pews  are  13  foot  long.  Cost 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free  $4,995.00.  Call  (601 )  763-7571 : _ 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman,  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 

MS.  (601)  776-6617. _ INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor- 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church  mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free  662-455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
1  -877-477-1899.  Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 


CaledoniajMS  39740. 

CBF-MS  IS  SEARCHING  FOR  A 
FULL-TIME  COORDINATOR.  Must 
be  visionary  leader,  effective  commu¬ 
nicator,  motivator,  networker,  fund¬ 
raiser,  committed  to  CBF  beliefs  and 
values.  Job  description  available. 
Send  resumes  by  Jan.  10  to  Jane 
Allison,  12  Sharmont  Drive, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402,  phone  (601) 
26 1-3429,emaijjal  lisqn@c-gate.net. 
CHERRY  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Clarksdale,  Miss.,  is  seeking  bi-vocation- 
al  pastor.  Please  send  resume  to  Cherry 
Street  Baptist  Church,  531  Cherry  Street, 
Clarksdale,  MS  38614. 

MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS  NEEDED  for 
North  Winona  Baptist  Church,  Winona, 
Miss.  Resumes  may  be  faxed  to  (662) 
283-5004  or  mailed  to  ATTN:  Minister  of 
Students,  North  Winona  Baptist  Church, 
602  Alberta  Driv*,  Winona,  MS  38967. 
PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Send 
resume  to  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  2610 
Napoleon  Ave.,  Pearl,  MS  39208. 


BROOHClREf^  B APT1 STR1 ES  ' 

bkuctkjkcik^  HEATERS,  P(1«PS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

%pr>tOU.  FREE  1800-2510679 
www.flberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
351 1  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415 


YOUR 

MINIVAN  AND 
CHURCH  VAN 
SOURCE 


Mississippi’s  #1  Dodge  Dealer 


Call  toll  free  1-800-737-1331 


4200  Lakeland  Drive  ♦  Jackson  ♦  601-914-4200 
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Thompson:  mentoring  biblically  mandated 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Spiritually 
mature  Christian  women  serving  as  men¬ 
tors  to  others  are  merely  carrying  out  the 
biblical  mandate  that  one  generation  is  to 
teach  the  next,  Janet  Thompson  told  partic- 


She  also  is  author  of  "Woman  to  Before  starting  a  mentoring  ministry. 
Woman:  How  to  Start,  Grow  and  Maintain  Thompson  said  research  needs  to  be  con- 
a  Mentoring  Ministry,"  published  in  ducted  to  determine  the  chronological  and 
November  by  LifeWay.  spiritual  age  ranges  of  the  women  in  the 

Thompson  started  the  ministry  at  crunch. 

Saddleback  in  1995  and,  to  date,  700  Names,  addresses,  and  phone  numbers 
women  have  been  matched  in  six-month  of  potential  women  to  serve  as  mentors 
mentoring  relationships.  Many  who  origi-  ana  those  to  be  mentored  need  to  be  iden- 
nally  were  mentored  have  gone  on  to  tified. 

become  mentors.  After  developing  a  ministry  plan. 

In  addition,  through  Saddleback  confer-  Thompson  urged  testing  it  for  three 
ences  and  published  resources,  women's  months  with  a  group  of  women  and  "then 
ministry  leaders  in  more  than  500  churches  modify  and  customize  any  changes  you 
in  the  United  States  and  other  countries  need  to  make."  Thompson  suggests  hold- 
have  received  mentoring  training.  ing  periodic  orientation  coffees  in  homes  to 

"The  younger  generation  is  hungry  and  brmg  together  persons  interested  in  men- 
crying  for  us  to  be  involved  in  their  lives,"  taring  and  being  mentored. 

Thompson  said.  Women  are  then  matched  by  the  leader- 

Through  mentoring  relationships  where  ship  group  through  a  focused  prayer  effort 
women  commit  to  meet  weekly  with  each  the  next  day.  One  week  later,  a  kickoff 
other  for  six  months,  "We  literally  have  meeting  is  held  and  training  provided  for 
seen  marriages  saved.  We  have  seen  hus-  mentors  and  also  for  those  to  be  mentored, 
bands  coming  to  the  Lord  and  children  Former  participants  in  the  ministry 
coming  home.  serve  as  prayer  warriors,  encouragers, 

"I  never  stop  being  in  awe  of  what  God  hostesses  for  coffees,  coordinators  for  spe- 
does  when  women  get  involved  with  each  cial  events  or  a  newsletter  or  Internet  site, 
other,"  she  said.  "You  start  small  and  begin  to  add 

The  leader  of  a  women's  ministry  pro-  things  that  give  flavor  and  fun  to  the  min- 
gram  at  church  doesn't  have  to  be  the  one  istry,"  Thompson  said.  "We  did  not  try  to 
who  heads  the  mentoring  ministry,  be  all  things  to  all  women  at  Saddleback," 
Thompson  emphasized.  she  said.  '^Everything  we  do  is  focused  on 

"Go  back  and  start  talking  about  men-  bringing  women  together  in  a  mentoring 
taring  in  your  church.  Begin  to  see  who  the  relationship." 

Lord  brings  to  your  mind.  The  Lord  will  Approximately  300  women  attended 
bring  the  workers  to  the  harvest,"  she  said,  the  three-day  forum  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


MENTORING  MANDATE 
—  Janet  Thompson  speaks 
about  mentoring  to  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  Women's 
Enrichment  Ministry  Leader¬ 
ship  Forum  Nov.  14-16  at 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  (BP  photo  by 
Morris  Abernathy) 


Growth  in  women's  ministries  cited  as  positive 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Forum,  Nov.  14-16  at  LifeWay 
•ntinuing  spiritual  and  numer-  Christian  Resources  of  the 
1  growth  in  women's  min-  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
ries  in  Southern  Baptist  Rhonda  Kelley,  coordinator 
inches  were  cited  as  signs  of  of  women's  ministries  at  New 
couragement  for  the  future  by  Orleans  Seminary,  said,  "...  we 
speaker  in  the  Womens  need  to  always  ask  if  what 
irichment  Ministry  Leadership  we're  doing  is  making  an 


impact  in  the  lives  of  women."  In  a  related  area,  she  said 
She  listed  several  observa-  today's  women's  ministries  are 
tions  about  the  current  health  more  team-led  than  leader-led. 
of  women's  ministries,  begin-  Also,  she  cited  an  increase  in 
ning  with  her  belief  that  the  cross-generational  relation- 
focus  in  churches  is  "on  spiritu-  ships  among  women  rather 
al  growth,  not  entertainment,  than  age-graaed  activities. 

Our  women  are  not  going  to  In  another  area,  Kelley 
spend  a  lot  of  time  on  fluff.  praised  the  increasing  support 
Also,  Kelley  said  she  sees  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
women's  ministries  moving  entities  for  women's  ministry, 
from  periodic,  special  events  to  "We  also  see  it  at  the  state 

ongoing  programs.  and  associational  levels,"  she 

"We  used  to  focus  on  special  pointed  out. 
events  because  people  don't  like  She  also  reported  seeing 
to  make  a  commitment,"  she  "vibrant  women's  ministries  in 
said,  "but  if  they  come  to  events  all  sizes  of  churches." 
and  like  them,  tney  want  more."  Finally,  Kelley  praised  a 
Women's  ministries  are  work-  "continuing  interest  in  hands¬ 
ing  effectively  with  other  church  on  involvement  in  missions 
ministries  and  programs,  Kelley  and  ministry, 
said,  just 

lining  their  own  Bf~  !  **  ^ 
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First  Omrch,  fackson 

I  have  been  told  by  a  counselor 
it  my  spouse  is  "passive  aggres- 
e."  What  does  that  mean? 


type  of  behavior  suggests  that  frontation.  Wait  for  times 
the  person  is  really  hurting  and  where  things  are  moving  calm- 
is  fearful  of  letting  others  in  on  ly  and  then  share  things  from 
his/her  hurt.  A  great  book  is  your  perspective  using  first- 
Passive  means  quiet,  behind  Neil  Clark  Warren's  Make  person  ("r)  statements.  Even 
the  scenes.  Aggressive  means  Anger  Your  Ally.  He  not  only  then  you  may  not  get  the 
attacking  and  forceful.  Put  the  talks  about  passive  aggressive  response  you  seek,  you  may  be 
two  traits  together  and  a  per-  anger,  but  exploding  and  hold-  able  to  say  some  things  that 
son  is  created  who  is  a  seething  ing  anger  as  well.  they  will  hear.  Speaker  and 

force  that  will  not  be  honest  in  author  Gary  Smalley,  in  most 

their  hurt,  frustration,  or  fear  What  is  your  advice  to  spouses  of  his  writings,  encourages  use 
—  and  will  look  for  hidden  who  are  married  to  people  who  of  "wordpictures"  to  describe 
ways  to  "get  even,  or  get  back"  always  demand  to  have  things  things.  These  word  pictures 
when  they  feel  vulnerable.  To  their  way?  allow  an  individual  to  "see" 

be  aggressive  means  to  win  things  as  they  are  in  language 

and  to  get  the  upper  hand.  To  Controllers  are  afraid  that  if  —  sports  analogies,  common 
be  passive  means  they  never  they  trust  someone,  they  will  work  experiences,  shared  hob- 
let  someone  else  know  that  be  let  down  and  hurt,  bies  etc.  Look  for  ways  to 
something  is  bothering  them.  Controllers  are  very  fearful  affirm  your  spouse  in  things 
A  passive  aggressive  person  people.  They  are  scared  and  that  he/she  does  well;  this  type 
sends  conflicting  and  confus-  ‘  insecure.  Pray  for  them  that  of  person  needs  a  lot  of  affir- 
ing  messages.  Passive  aggres-  they  will  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  mation  and  encouragement, 
sive  behavior  is  seen  in  the  per-  to  nave  his  way  in  their  lives.  Their  "love  tank"  gets  low 
son  who  conveniently  Tor-  and  that  they  not  try  to  dictate  quite  rapidly.  They  don't  real- 
gets"  to  do  things  for  someone  to  God  how  God  should  work,  ize  God  is  not  nearly  as  inter- 
else.  They  simply  did  not  hear  Be  very  careful  in  challenging  ested  in  their  performance,  as 
a  request,  or  pretend  that  they  this  type  of  person  in  public  or  he  is  in  them  being  the  child  he 
did  not  notice  something.  This  when  they  are  escalating  a  con-  created  them  to  be. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnsuvrs  c/o  Tlw  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 

Name  is  not  required  In  central  Mississippi,  Ron  Mutnboioer  can  be  heard  from  9-10  a  m.  each  Wednesday  on  WHJT-FM  93.5. 

Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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more  toward  small 

group  gatherings.  TALKING  MINISTRIES  —  Rhonda  Kelley,  (left) 
'That's  why  coordinator  of  women's  ministries  at  New  Orleans 
small  group  Bible  Seminary,  speaks  to  Cindy  Evers  of  Northside 
studies  and  men-  Church,  Tifton,  Ga.,  at  the  Women's  Enrichment 
taring  relation-  Ministry  Leadership  Forum  Nov.  14-16  at  LifeWay 
ships  are  so  impor-  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
tant,"  she  said.  Convention.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Persistent  witnessing 


Acts  18:5-16 


By  Lee  Yancey 


Persistence  could  be  defined 
as  "to  keep  on  keeping  on"  no 
matter  what  the  circumstances. 
Enduring  hardships  and  perse¬ 
cution  was  a  natural  part  of 
Paul's  life  as  he  spread  the 
Gospel.  He  was  in  prison 
numerous  times,  flogged,  stoned 
and  left  for  dead,  three  times 
was  given  forty  lashes  minus 
one,  three  times  ship-wrecked, 
floated  a  day  and  a  night  in  open 
seas,  in  danger  of  bandits,  rivers, 
Gentiles,  Jews,  without  food, 
snake-bitten,  cold  and  naked, 
and  constantly  on  the  move. 

If  Paul  ever  thought  about 

3uitting,  it  is  not  recorded  in 
\e  Bible.  On  the  contrary,  Paul 
is  a  perfect  example  of  persis¬ 
tence.  No  matter  what  he 
would  not  quit.  He  would 
preach  until  his  last  breath  was 
taken  from  him  —  and  he  did. 

Second  Timothy  4:6-7 
records  "I  am  already  being 
poured  out  as  a  drink  offering. 


and  the  time  has  come 
for  my  departure.  I 
have  fought  the  good  Yan 
fight,  I  have  finished 
the  race,  I  have  kept  the  faith." 

History  records  that  Paul 
was  executed  under  the  reign 
of  Nero  not  long  after  he  wrote 
Timothy.  He  was  persistent  in 
his  witnessing  to  the  very  end. 

Abused  (18:5-6).  Corinth  was 
the  most  important  city  in  the 
country  of  Greece.  Religiously,  a 
temple  of  Aphrodite  was  locat¬ 
ed  on  the  large  hill  behind  the 
city.  As  Aphrodite  was  the  god¬ 
dess  of  love  and  war,  people 
worshiped  her  by  giving  money 
to  the  temple  and  by  taking  part 
in  sexual  acts  with  male  and 
female  prostitutes. 

Because  of  the  great  immoral¬ 
ity  in  Corinth,  Paul  wrote  sever¬ 
al  letters  to  the  church  he  found¬ 
ed  there.  Corinth  was  also  the 
political  and  commercial  center 
of  Greece,  surpassing  Athens  in 
importance. 

Paul  met  Aquila  and  his  wife. 


Priscilla,  in  Corinth.  Like 
Paul,  they  were  tentmak- 
ers.  Being  a  Jew  and  a 
tentmaker,  Aquila  liked 
Paul  immediately.  He 
and  Priscilla  became  two 
of  Paul's  closest  friends 
and  important  leaders  in 
the  new  church  of 
Corinth.  Paul  worked 
Yancey  along  side  them  each  day 
making  tents  and  he  rea- 
h."  soned  each  Sabbath  with  Jews 
’aul  and  Greeks  in  the  synagogue 
:ign  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ, 
rote  After  Timothy  and  Silas 

t  in  joined  him  in  Corinth,  Paul 

nd.  preached  every  day.  The  Jews 
was  became  abusive  toward  Paul 
the  rejecting  his  message.  Paul 

ly,  a  shook  his  clothes  in  protest  sig- 

cat-  nifying  his  repudiation  for  any 
the  further  responsibility  for  them 
;od-  and  declaring  that  they  were 
iple  similar  to  pagans.  He  decided 
ney  to  focus  only  on  the  Gentiles, 
aart  Assured  (18:7-11).  While 

and  Paul  did  not  stay  anywhere 

very  long,  except  prison,  he  did 
iral-  stay  in  Corinth  for  eighteen 
yer-  months.  After  being  run  out  of 
ind-  the  synagogue,  he  went  next 
the  door  to  the  house  of  Titius 
riter  Justus  for  several  reasons, 
s  in  First,  it  was  important  for 

Paul  to  be  closely  associated 
fife,  with  the  Jewish  synagogue 


because  the  Christian  faith  did 
not  have  the  official  sanctioning 
of  the  Roman  Empire.  By  wor¬ 
shiping  in  the  synagogue  or 
next  to  it,  Paul  could  show  the 
Roman  officials  that  Christianity 
was  not  a  new  religion  but  a  ful¬ 
fillment  of  Judaism. 

Secondly,  many  Gentiles 
found  in  Judaism  a  religion  that 

f;ave  them  hope.  Some  became 
ewish  proselytes  while  others, 
not  willing  to  go  that  far,  contin¬ 
ued  to  frequent  the  synagogues. 

From  the  worship  services 
and  the  teaching  in  the  syna¬ 
gogue,  the  Gentiles  received  a 
fair  understanding  of  Judaism. 
Paul  believed  that  if  he  could 
stay  affiliated  with  the  Jewish 
synagogue  by  being  located  in 
close  proximity  to  it,  he  could 
build  on  the  foundation  of 
Jewish  faith  that  the  spiritually 
hungry  Gentiles  possessed. 

While  meeting  next  to  the 
synagogue  in  Titius  Justus' 
home,  many  became  Christians. 

In  a  vision  from  the  Lord,  Paul 
was  encouraged  to  continue  wit¬ 
nessing  in  Corinth.  He  was  told 
not  to  be  afraid  and  that  no  harm 
would  come  to  him.  With  this 
assurance  from  God,  Paul  con¬ 
tinued  his  persistent  witnessing. 

Absolved  (18:12-16).  When 
the  Jews  had  had  enough,  they 


brought  charges  against  Paul 
and  brought  him  before  Gallio, 
the  proconsul  of  Achaia. 

Because  Paul  had  closely 
identified  Christianity  as  the 
fulfillment  or  extension  of 
Judaism  and  had  located  the 
meeting  place  of  the  Christians 
first  in  the  synagogue  and  then 
right  next  to  it,  Gallio  did  not 
see  Christianity  as  a  new  reli¬ 
gion  that  threatened  the 
empire.  His  ruling  was  that  the 
Jews  and  Paul  should  settle  the 
matter  among  themselves. 

This  was  a  very  important 
judicial  decision  for  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  in  the  Roman 
empire.  Since  Judaism  was  rec¬ 
ognized  under  Roman  law,  a 
Christian  branch  of  Judaism 
offered  no  threat.  While 
Christianity  was  seen  as  a  part  of 
Judaism  the  high  courts  would 
hear  no  cases  regarding  them. 

The  Gospel  has  withstood 
opposition  for  almost  two  thou¬ 
sand  years  and  offers  encour¬ 
agement  to  Christians  facing 
opposition  today.  Because  of 
people  like  Paul,  the  message  of 
Chnst  has  been  passed  through 
the  ages.  His  persistence  paid 
off  for  you  and  me. 

Yancey  is  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission. 


Family  Bible  Study 

New  beginning 

Luke  1:5-9, 11-17,  57-60 


Sharon  Neff 


ble  where  Mary  gave 
birth  to  Gods  Son 
When  was  the  last  time  you  Jesus  with  the  Baby's 
were  in  a  stable?  A  visit  would  first  visitors  being  N< 
reveal  that  they  are  filled  with  lowly  shepherds, 
sights  and  sounds  and  smells  Our  minds  are  filled  with 
that  are  not  entirely  pleasing  to  Christmas  card  images  of  a  sta- 
our  modem  sensibilities.  ble  with  clean  floors,  animals 

The  scent  of  animal  bodies  that  appear  to  be  freshly  bathed 
combines  with  whiffs  of  and  deodorized,  accented  with 
manure  to  produce  a  uniquely  straw  looking  as  if  it  could  pass 
"earthy"  aroma.  Animal  noises  for  goose  down.  It  coula  be 
can  be  pleasant  or  cacopho-  almost  as  comfortable  as  a 
nous,  and  sitting  on  a  pile  or  Comfort  Inn. 
bale  of  hay  can  be  a  prickly  In  our  mind's  eye,  that's  how 
experience.  it  should  have  been.  In  fact,  we 

Even  the  cleanest  stables  are  really  wish  that  there  had  been 
rather  dirty  and  have  insects,  a  doctor  or  at  least  a  midwife  in 
mice,  and  other  varmints.  attendance  during  the  labor  and 

Yet  it  was  in  this  type  of  envi-  delivery, 
ronment  that  God  chose  to  ful-  The  harsh  reality  is  that  it 
fill  his  promise  to  send  the  was  a  real  stable  with  every- 
Messiah,  the  Savior  of  the  thing  associated  with  such  an 
world.  It  was  in  a  humble  sta-  environment,  that  Joseph  was 


ble  with  clean  floors,  animals 
that  appear  to  be  freshly  bathed 
and  deodorized,  accented  with 
straw  looking  as  if  it  could  pass 
for  goose  down.  It  coula  be 
almost  as  comfortable  as  a 
Comfort  Inn. 

In  our  mind's  eye,  that's  how 
it  should  have  been.  In  fact,  we 
really  wish  that  there  had  been 
a  doctor  or  at  least  a  midwife  in 
attendance  during  the  labor  and 
delivery. 

The  harsh  reality  is  that  it 
was  a  real  stable  with  every¬ 
thing  associated  with  such  an 
environment,  that  Joseph  was 


the  only  one  there  to 
help,  ana  that  Jesus’  first 
bed  was  an  animal  feed- 
ingtrough. 

The  wonderful  reality 
is  that  everything  went 
according  to  Goa  s  plan 
and  that  by  discarding 
our  romantic  notions,  we 
can  learn  some  very 
important  lessons. 

All  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  surrounding  Jesus'  birth 
contrast  with  what  one  would 
normally  think  about  the  birth 
of  a  king.  God  did  not  choose 
for  his  Son  to  be  bom  in  luxury, 
attended  by  those  of  social 
prominence  and  wealth. 

From  the  moment  of  his 
birth,  Jesus  was  identified  with 
common,  ordinary  people. 
Even  people  whom  society 
would  consider  practically 
worthless  nobodies. 

An  incomparable  and  inde¬ 
scribable  angelic  host 
announced  Jesus  oirth,  but  to 
whom  was  it  announced?  Not 
to  the  movers  and  shakers  of 
that  era,  but  to  the  shepherds 


who  were  about  the  lowest 
class  of  people  possible  in 
Jewish  society. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  their 
work,  they  were  unable  to  fol¬ 
low  the  laws  of  purification  and 
were  therefore  always  consid¬ 
ered  unclean. 

They  were  also  unschooled  in 
the  Law  and  regarded  as  igno¬ 
rant.  What  an  unlikely  bunch  to 
be  the  first  to  get  the  news  that 
the  Messiah  had  been  bom! 

Yet  they  greeted  the 
announcement  with  joy  mixed 
with  fear  and  hurried  to  search 
for  the  Savior.  They  found  him 
just  as  the  angels  had  described 
it  and  worshiped  him. 

Then  they  didn't  keep  this 
wonderful  news  to  them¬ 
selves,  they  told  everyone  they 
could  find. 

What  can  all  of  this  mean  to 
us  in  the.  21st  century?  Jesus 
came  to  save  both  the  poor  and 
lowly  as  well  as  the  high  and 
mighty.  Jesus  identified  with 
those  in  humble  circumstances 
and  his  invitation  to  salvation  is 
given  to  all. 


Think  of  someone  complete¬ 
ly  opposite  you  in  social  class  or 
status.  Jesus  identified  with  and 
came  to  save  him.  Think  of 
someone  of  a  different  race. 
Jesus  identified  with  and  came 
to  save  her.  Think  of  someone 
whom  you  would  consider  to 
be  the  least  likely  person  to  ever 
become  a  Christian.  Jesus  iden¬ 
tified  with  and  came  to  save 
that  person. 

Each  person  you  thought 
about  has  been  created  in  God’s 
image  and  should  be  told  about 
the  good  news  of  Jesus'  birth. 
Each  one  of  them  is  included  in 
the  invitation  to  place  their  faith 
in  Jesus  and  accept  his  gift  of 
salvation. 

Perhaps  we  need  to  examine 
our  own  lives  to  see  if  our  actions 
reflect  the  fact  that  Jesus'  invita¬ 
tion  is  to  all  people.  Perhaps  we 
need  to  re-read  me  familiar  story 
of  Luke  2  with  clear  eyes  and  not 
rose-colored  glasses. 

Perhaps  we  need  to  pay  a 
visit  to  a  stable. 

Neff  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Greenville. 
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HOLD  ON!  —  A  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  Champion  of 
Champions  Rodeo  rides  a  bull 
as  roaeo  clowns  look  on.  The 
Nov.  10-12  rodeo  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Celebrate  Jesus 
2000/Strategic  Focus  Cities 
effort  in  Phoenix  as  an  evange¬ 
listic  event.  (BP  photo) 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  Eleven: 
Twenty-Five. 


Mission  Board  in  cooperation  with  the 
Arizona  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
local  associations,  and  crunches. 

The  unusual  gathering  resulted  in  11 
professions  of  faitn  in  Christ,  including  sev¬ 
eral  rodeo  participants  who  accepted  Christ 
during  a  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

"It  touched  a  crowd  probably  that  we 
wouldn't  touch  in  any  other  way,"  said  Bill 
Agee,  city  coordinator  for  the  Celebrate 
Jesus  2000 /Strategic  Focus  Cities  emphasis 
in  Phoenix. 

"It's  the  first  time  I've  been  able  to  share 
my  testimony  at  a  rodeo,"  John  Kissel,  a 
cowboy  ana  retired  schoolteacher  from 
Penrose,  Colo.,  said.  "It's  been  really  spe¬ 
cial,  and  a  lot  of  seeds  have  been  sown. 

Janet  Honeycutt,  whose  family  supplied 
livestock  for  the  rodeo,  said,  "It's  been  the 
most  awesome  rodeo  ever,  because  I  know 
the  Lord  is  here." 

The  Christian  rodeo  was  the  brainchild 
of  Michael  Infanzon,  pastor  of  Spur  Cross 
Cowboy  Church  in  Cave  Creek  and  former 
rodeo  cowboy. 

Infanzon  said  the  idea  began  when  Agee 
asked  a  group  of  local  pastors  to  thmk 
about  what  kind  of  ministry  they  would 
like  to  do  during  the  year. 

"I  told  him  I'a  put  on  a  rodeo,"  Infanzon 
said.  With  years  of  rodeos  under  his  belt,  it 
was  a  natural  for  the  cowboy  preacher. 

After  his  idea  was  approved,  Infanzon 
began  to  plan  the  event,  which  was  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  the  Professional  Rodeo  Cowboys 
Association. 

Once  word  of  a  new  rodeo  got  out,  reg¬ 
ular  rodeo  advertisers  like  Coors  Beer, 
Copenhagen  Tobacco,  and  Jack  Daniels 
liquor  approached  Infanzon  to  become 
sponsors,  but  he  turned  them  all  down, 
knowing  the  Lord  would  provide. 

And  provide  he  did:  The  Strategic  Focus 
Cities  handing  offset  revenue  that  would 
have  come  from  the  unwelcome  sponsors. 

Infanzon  has  a  fierce  love  for  cowboys 


Rodeo  offers  opportunity  for  evangelism 


CAVE  CREEK,  Ariz.  (BP)  —  Men  and 
women  donned  cowboy  hats  and  boots  to 
rope  cattle,  ride  bucking  broncos,  wrestle 
steers,  and  hear  God's  Word  in  a  dusty 
rodeo  arena  the  weekend  of  Nov.  10-12. 

Billed  as  the  "Champion  of  Champions" 
Rodeo,  the  evangelistic  event  drew  more 
than  300  participants  and  about  as  many 
spectators  to  Cave  Creek,  Ariz.,  a  rural 
community  northeast  of  Phoenix.  It  was  a 

{>art  of  the  Strategic  Focus  Cities  evange- 
ism  and  church  planting  emphasis  in 
Phoenix  sponsored  by  the  Nc 
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on  the  rodeo  circuit  brought 
about  by  years  of  competing 
side  by  side  with  them. 

"These  are  professional 
rodeo  cowboys,"  Infanzon  said. 

"These  are  the  ones  who  make 
their  living  every  week  rodeo¬ 
ing  to  put  rood  on  the  table,  just 
[as]  if  they  were  a  plumber  or  a 
carpenter  or  an  accountant. 

This  is  what  they  do  for  a  liv¬ 
ing,  except  they  do  their  work 
on  the  weekend. 

•  "Jesus  told  us 
need  to  minister  to 
people  where  we're 
where 

contes- 

tants  that  were  PASTOR/COWBOY  —  Michael  Infanzon  (left),  pastor 
here,  and  we  all  of  Spur  Cross  Cowboy  Church  in  Cave  Creek,  Ariz.,  was 
prayed  together,"  the  organizer  of  the  Ndv.  1 0-1 2  Champion  of  Champions 
Infanzon  said  the  Rodeo.  (BP  photo) 
first  dav  of  the 


event.  "We  stood  in  the  middle 
of  the  arena  and  prayed  for 
this  rodeo,  and  prayed  for  all 
the  cowboys  that  were  travel¬ 
ing.  You  can't  do  that  in  major 
league  baseball,  but  you  can 
do  it  at  a  rodeo." 

In  addition  to  local  volun¬ 
teers,  Infanzon  brought  in  a  few  old  friends. 

Announcer  Coy  Huffman,  founder  of 
Cowboy  Church  International,  is  a  preach¬ 
er  who  earns  his  living  by  working  at 
rodeos.  Huffman  mixed  event  announce¬ 
ments  with  statements  like,  "We  don't 
believe  in  luck,  luck  is  for  losers,"  and  told 
the  crowd  about  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ. 

"[Huffman]  holds  church  services  at 
every  rodeo  he  goes  to,"  Infanzon  said. 
"He's  our  evangelist.  He  preaches  the 
gospel  to  these  cowboys,  ministers  to  them 
while  they're  on  the  road,  and  encourages 
them  to  plug  in  to  their  local  churches. ,r 


Ted  and  Linda  Wiese  brought  their 
unusual  ministry  called  the  "Cowboy 
Bistro"  to  the  rodeo.  Led  by  the  Lord  to  a 
ministry  of  hospitality,  die  Wieses  have 
traveled  to  13  rodeos  this  year,  preparing 
food  to  make  sure  cowboys  eat  nutritious¬ 
ly,  for  free.  They  hope  to  minister  at  20 
rodeos  next  year. 

The  Wieses  make  their  home  in  Likely, 
Calif.,  and  travel  with  a  converted  horse 
trailer  containing  a  professional  kitchen 
and  the  couple's  living  quarters.  Next  to 
the  couple's  trailer,  banners  proclaiming 
God's  love  and ,  salvation  in  Jesus  hang 
from  the  canopies  that  shade  tables  from 
the  bright  sun. 

A  former  rice  farmer,  Ted  said,  "We're 
still  planting  seed,  just  different  seeds." 

Infanzon  began  nis  career  in  rodeo  at  the 
age  of  6.  He  continued  in  the  sport  through 
high  school  and  college  and  competed  pro¬ 
fessionally  until  retiring  three  years  ago. 


EVANGELISTIC  MATERIALS  —  Volunteers  distributed  Bibles,  tracts,  and  other  evangelis¬ 
tic  materials  during  the  Champion  of  Champions  Rodeo  in  Cave  Creek,  Ariz.,  northeast  of 
Phoenix.  (BP  photo) 
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